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© COVER Veronica Mars 
A long time ago, we used to 
be friends with a whip- 
smart teen sleuth named 
Veronica Mars. And now, 
thanks to a historic 
Kickstarter campaign, Mars 
is back in Neptune—this 
time on the big screen. Star 
Kristen Bell and creator Rob 
Thomas took EW along for 
the roller-coaster revival of 
the beloved cult TV series. 
BY JEFF JENSEN 


© Portlandia Fred 
Armisen and Carrie 
Brownstein give us a guided 
tour of their hit IFC comedy 
show, which celebrates (and 
mocks) every PC hipster 
who's sipped a chard-ice 
cocktail. By RAY RAHMAN 


XOXO, VERONICA 


ON THE.COVER 

Kristen Bell and Jason Dohring 
photographed exclusively for 
EW by Joe Pugliese on Sept. 9 
2013, in West Hollywood 


STYLING: SEAN KNIGHT; BELL'S HAIR: ANGE 
GRMOLYES; MAKEUP: SIMONE SIEGL/EXCLUSIVE 
ARTISTS; MANICURE: JOANIE MOSCATELLO; 
DOHRING’S GROOMING: TANYA ABRIOL/TRACEY 
MATTINGLY; SET DESIGN: NICK TORTORICCI; BELL'S 
JACKET: RAG & BONE; TOP: WOLFORD; DOHRING’S 
T-SHIRT: ALTERNATIVE APPAREL 


Photograph by JOE PUGLIESE 
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© Hacks and Heroes Budapest Hotel, Wes 
Karen Valby: What if Anderson's new comedy... 
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© Feedback McWoman? Five great movies by 
© Sound Bites © Monitor ato ee 
Foreign Correspondent... 
© The Must List (>) Legacy >) 2 - 
Remembering Shirle TV 
© News and Notes Temple Bia . The Americans turns up the 
EW investigates the effects suspense in season 2; Jason 
of Oscar's supersize Best © The Bullseye Momoa and Lisa Bonet... 
Picture category four years 
later; Justin Bieber’s bad © EwFlashback © What to Watch on TV 
behavior; the LEGO song >) Musi 
really is awesome; Hit List... SIC: 
The redemption of Lana 
© Hollywood Insider - Del Rey; Broken Bells Q&A... 
© Movies 


A (very) early look at 
fall TV’s hottest trends 


© First Look 


The schmaltzy Winter's 
Tale, RoboCop remade; 
checking in to The Grand 


© Books 
The latest wave of Gone Girl- 
esque dramas; Tim Federle... 


Enjoy all your favorite music — instantly and wirelessly. 
Now you can listen to your CDs, MP3s, AM/FM radio, Pandora® and other 
Internet radio all from one system. And with six programmable presets, 


——= you can hear your favorite playlists, albums or stations — wherever 
they are — at the touch of a button. Small enough to fit in any room in 
y NEW f your house and powerful enough to fill it with lifelike sound, the Wave” 
Wave” Nolel ale ielele al ¥F SoundTouch™ connects to your existing home Wi-Fi® network, so no 
nalesie system extra equipment is necessary to stream your music. Try it risk-free for 
90 days with free shipping and, if you're not fully satisfied, free return 
shipping. And when you call, ask how you can make easy payments 
enor with no interest charges from Bose. Listening to your music has never 
been simpler — or better. To order, call or visit us online today. 


Order now directly from Bose. 1.800.411.8072, ext. TZIO50 | Bose.com/WaveWifi 


©2014 Bose Corporation, The distinctive designs of the Wave® music system and wireless note are trademarks of Bose Corporation. Pandora is a registered trademark of 
Pandora Media, Inc. Wi-Fi is a registered mark of the Wi-Fi Alliance. Ahome Wi-Fi network and Internet access are required. Financing and audition offers not to be combined 
with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. Offer valid 12/3/13-3/31/14. Risk-free refers to 90-day trial only and requires product 
purchase. Delivery is subject to product availability. CCO13617C 


Divital Bonus Content 


EEKLY / FEBRUARY 21, 2014 


TAP-ANY IMAGE TO GO DIRECTLY. TO: THAT STORY-OR SECTION 


ee MM 


MOVIE REVIEWS 


Watch trailers from Winter's 
W F-]/-M <1 9]0)\{-) ne) 86) Ge) oer] a\e | 
Wes Anderson's The Grand 

Budapest Hotel. 


4 
a 
2 
S 
g 
< 
ral 
a 
= 
6 
< 
= 
Fat 
a 
= 
6 
& 


Veronica Mars Tyra Banks talked about being 


Listen up, Marshmallows. We've got more images from our shoot open with her fans in the face 


; eit a of cruel tabloid stories. “I just 
with the Mars cast, plus an exclusive clip from the upcoming film. wanted my truth to be told.” 


WINTER'S TALE: DAVID C. LEE; U2: 


Veronica Mars photograph by JOE PUGLIESE 
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Best of the ‘Batch 

| thought | knew everything there was to know about 
Benedict Cumberbatch. But none of my investigating ever 
led to some of the gems in your article about his detective 
alter ego, Sherlock Holmes (#1295). | applaud you for always 
bringing new insights to the masses—we're going to need 
them during the endless wait for the next season of Sherlock! 
KATHERINE HARRIS 

Kingsport, Tenn. 


Big Voice, Little Drama 

While | appreciated the Sara Bareilles article, her success is 
only surprising if you haven't been paying attention. She has 
more talent in her little finger than most of today’s pop stars 
have in their entire bodies. I’m grateful EW acknowledged her 
existence without her having to wear a cupcake bra or twerk. 


JULIE EHLERS 
Philadelphia 


DERN NOTICE 


Your article on Bruce Dern 
was, like his Oscar nod, 
long overdue. But it left 
out a Dern essential: He 
was electrifying as the 
terrorist plotting to 
bomb the Super Bowlin 
John Frankenheimer’s 
Black Sunday. A nail- 
biter for the ages, with 
“Dernsies” galore. 

JEFF HOYAK, PEQUANNOCK, N.J. 


Golden Nuggets 
This is my 10th year as a subscriber, and my first issue was 
the Oscar preview. (Sean Penn vs. Bill Murray! Charlize Theron 


LEE DANIELS’ THE BUTLER: ANNE MARIE FOX; THE HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE: MURRAY CLOSE; RUSH: JAAP BUITENDUK 
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For every Oscar glutton like Gravity or 12 Years a Slave, there’s a prestige 
pic that comes away empty-handed. Piggybacking off our EW.com series on 
non-nominees, readers salute—or re-snub—those coulda-been contenders. 
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Lee Daniels’ The Butler The Hunger Games: Catching Fire 


Blackfish Rush 
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VIEIRA: MIKE PONT/FILMMAGIC.COM; GREENFIELD: AUTUMN DE WILDE/FOX; WINTER: BOB D’AMICO/ABC; DOCKERY: NICK BRIGGS/CARNIVAL FILM & 
TELEVISION LIMITED 2012 FOR MASTERPIECE; FALLON: LLOYD BISHOP/NBC; MURRAY: CLAUDETTE BARIUS; MAMA JUNE: GEORGE LANGE/TLC; GOGGINS: 
PRASHANT GUPTA/FX; BATMAN: COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. 
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} 
Complete your Oscar educations 3 
with marathon screenings of the 
Best Picture nominees, including 
Her, Philomena, 12 Years a Slave, 


American Hustle, and The Wolf 
of Wall Street TIMES 


AMC BEST PICTURE SHOWCASE 


Procrastinators, unite! Plan your Oscar cram 
and sign up for amegamarathon of the nine 

nominees in select theaters over Feb. 22 and 

March 1. (amctheatres.com/bps) 


Illustration by JESSE LENZ 
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MUSTLIST 


3. THOU 
SPLEENY 
SWAG-BELLIED 
MISCREANT, 
by Sarah 
Royal and 
Jillian Hofer 
Throw learned 
shade at your 
literary friends 
with the help 
of this multi- 
panel book, 


= — 


2. | ++ (CROSSES) Deftones frontman Chino Moreno explores which mixes 

a softer, synthier side on the self-titled full-length debut of and matches 

his symbol-monikered side project (pronounced Crosses), a golden-oldie 

goth-inflected throwback to spooksters like Depeche Mode. Shakespearean 
insults. “Thou 
Foul-Reeking 


Lily-Livered 
Codpiece” 
indeed! 


THOU 
SPLEENY 


4, GLORIA A Chilean gem about a divorced fiftysomething 
empty nester out for adventure, Gloria defies the gimmick of 
its premise by weaving a complex and irresistible tale of a 
woman looking for action, in all senses of the word. (Rated R) 


THE FOSTERS: ADAM TAYLOR/ABC FAMILY 
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MUSTLIST 


9 Nove 


6. How about another modern family to add to 
your TV schedule? ABC Family's touching, forthright drama about 
an interracial lesbian couple and their brood is plucking our heart- 


FANTASTIC strings as Stef and Lena keep trying to solve the problem of their 
MR. FOX troubled foster daughter Callie. (ABC Family, Mondays, 9 p.m.) 
Criterion 

edition , —— —— 


The harrowing 
documentary 
about a cata- 
strophic 1985 
police action in 
Philadelphia had 
a brief theatrical 
run. Catch it 
now—and 
marvel at how 
this moment 

in history ever 
got forgotten. 
(Not Rated) 
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; LO 7ObU 
This long-awaited a h | RK “f ev 


novel combines 


the stories of a So | R b S 


Ugandan girl 

abducted by a cS ye | 
militant group 

and an American US 


writer coveringthe {9 9. | 
violence. It’sheavy ~ i | N O+ | 


subject matter, to se ng 
be sure, but Minot 
8. transcends the 
If you think the title’s intense, brutality with the 
wait until you hear the music. Olsen’s second overwhelming $ Behe 
album mixes fierce blues and introspective power of her prose. 
folk for an all-around incendiary record that’s 
like nothing else you'll hear this year. 
10. l 
Creepy asylum? 
Check. Murder- 
ous creatures? 


Yep. Big guns? 
Nope. In a blood- 
chilling horror 
videogame 
that’s new for 
PS4, you investi- 
gate what went 
horribly wrong 
at Mount 
Massive Asylum, 
armed only with 
a video camera 
and unable to 

do anything but 
run, hide...and 
scream like an 
infant. (Rated M; 
PS4, PC) 


Last year she sent 

2291 texts about bands, 

3349 texts about movies, 

4082 texts about school, 

5033 texts about volleyball, 

9397 texts about boys, 

and 0 texts when she was driving. 


The better we know people, the better 
we can help them go places. Safely. 


The first year after a teen gets their license will be one of the most dangerous : 
years of their life. Which is why Toyota has created a collection of tips, guides fe} ‘O 


and programs that help both teens and parents navigate that very important 
first year and beyond. To learn more, visit us .com/LetsGoPlaces. TOYOTA Places 


©2013 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. ~~, 
_~ - 
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Oscar Overcrowding 


It’s been four years since the Academy expanded its Best 
Picture field. So does the supersize category actually boost the 
awards show’s ratings? Or help the movies make more money? 
EW investigates. BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN AND JAKE PERLMAN 


Illustration by WARD SUTTON 
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CHART 1A: AVERAGE BOX OFFICE OF BEST PICTURE NOMINEES hee 
$200M | : H Last year, five GUARANTEE 
Crash and Broke- : H pics grossed more BIG RATINGS 
$150M back Mountain vied F than $100 million If more popular 
| forthetitlein’06 | fo: os ‘ films are nomi- 
1 = Noses a3 nated, more 
| : dn a people will watch 
$50M Avatar was the the Oscars, right? 


i 
| 


2006 2007 2008 2009 


1 


box office champ _) 
2010-201 


ALL BOX OFFICE FIGURES ARE DOMESTIC, COURTESY OF BOXOFFICEMOJO.COM 


CHART 1B: TOTAL ACADEMY AWARDS AUDIENCE 


Not necessarily. 
The Academy 
expanded the 
field after 2009's 
show. Since then, 
mainstream hits 
like Avatar, Up, 


2012-20138 


and The Blind 
pons Side (in 2010); 
40M | Inception and Toy 
| H Story 3 (in 2011); 
20M | Fans wanted at and The Help 
20M Jon Stewart — |.---.! toseeSandra | Seth MacFarlane (in 2012) have 
|| hosted in 2006 and Bullock's big win was edgy, but i all scored nods, 
10M | againin2008 = | —_____ . —| ratings didn’t budge but viewership 
| ; ‘ has only increased 
> 200 2007-2008 -2009-—«2010 om mo-—mos_—Y SOLE per 
: cent overall. 


ON JUNE 24, 2009, the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences announced a 
controversial change: It was doubling 
down on its Best Picture nominees. The 
field would expand from five to 10 as part of 
an effort to “include some of the fantastic 
movies that often show up in the other 
Oscar categories but have been squeezed 
out of the race for the top prize,” as then 
Academy president Sid Ganis explained. 
The not-so-hidden agenda was to boost 
the ratings of the Oscar telecast, which 
had plummeted to a record low of 32 mil- 
lion viewers in 2008. If more popular 
films were nominated, the thinking went, 
more people would tune in to see if any 


RATINGS COURTESY OF NIELSEN 


of those films won. So, four years later, 
did the gamble pay off? 

First, the good news: On average, 
ratings for ABC’s Oscar shows from 2010 
to 2013 ticked up about 7 percent com- 
pared with the four-year period before 
the race expanded. (In 2011, the Academy 
recalibrated the category again, so that it 
could recognize anywhere from five to 
10 movies.) The downside is that there 
has been almost no correlation between 
the popularity of the nominated films and 
show ratings (see charts 1A and 1B). Other 
variables—who’s hosting and which stars 
are nominated—seem to be the determin- 
ing factors. “If it was an effort to bolster 
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CHART 2: BOX OFFICE BUMP FOR BEST PICTURE NOMINEES 


The rela- 
tively 


a | Late-203 aa 
Everyone releases 


; unheralded | 


saw Avatar saw major 


Crash won 


long before jumps 
the noms 


the top prize 


came out 


as 


2006 2007 2008 ~—=—-2009 


2010 


2012 


ONLY INCLUDES THOSE FILMS IN THEATRICAL RELEASE BETWEEN OSCAR NOMINATION DAY AND THE ACADEMY AWARDS CEREMONY 


2013 


HOW MUCH IS A BEST PICTURE NOMINATION WORTH? From 2006 to 2009, earning a Best 
Picture nod meant an average box office increase of almost 80 percent between nomination morning and 
Oscar night. But in the three years after the change, the “Oscar bumps” took a nosedive. Last year bucked 
that trend: Amour, Silver Linings Playbook, and Zero Dark Thirty all jumped by more than 100 percent. 


show ratings, then...abject failure,” says 
one longtime Academy member. 

But if the goal was to give recognition 
to a wider (read: more popular) range of 
films, that has undoubtedly worked. Since 
2010, the combined average domestic box 
office of nominees has almost doubled 
over the previous four years, thanks to 
the inclusion of films like The Blind Side in 
2010 and Toy Story 3 in 2011. 

In a bitter twist, while the overall box 
office for nominees has skyrocketed, the 
actual value of a Best Picture nom has 
fallen (see chart 2). Insiders often refer to 
the “Oscar bump”—the amount of money 
a film makes after it gets a Best Pic nod. 
In the four years leading up to the change, 
contenders saw ticket sales climb by an 
average of almost 80 percent. Since then, 
it’s been less than 64 percent. 

Here’s why: When a blockbuster like 
Avatar gets nominated, its box office 
doesn’t increase much, relatively, 


because everyone has already seen it. In 
fact, the movies that still benefit the most 
from a nomination are the same kinds of 
indie darlings that the Best Picture race 
historically favors. (Of the movies nomi- 
nated since 2010, the one with the biggest 
bump was the French-language end-of- 
life love story Amour: 706 percent.) 

Furthermore, when the Academy gives 
nominations to summer movies—as it did in 
2010 for District 9 or in 2011 for Inception— 
those films aren’t even in theaters during 
Oscar season, so they get no bump at all. 
The studios have adjusted to that, and are 
now shoving every prestige pic with even 
the most remote awards chances into the 
final months of the year—creating a bigger 
logjam in theaters than ever before. Four 
years ago, only 60 percent of the Oscar con- 
tenders were released between October 
and December. This year? All of them were. 
(Additional reporting by Pamela Gocobachi 
and James Hibberd) 


4 of 6> 


NEWS@NOTES | 


PAIN IN THE AXIS 


Biebs Behaving Badly 


What was pop’s most prolific troublemaker, Justin Bieber, up to last week? Oh, just being 
investigated by the FAA and facing possible felony charges...for egging. But that’s only 
more notches on the 19-year-old’s belt. Here’s our guide (inspired by New York's Approval 
Matrix) to the hits and misses of the past few years from the maestro of misbehavin’. 


a 
Being busted for DUI while 


HIGH BRO 


allegedly drag racing ina - 
aM Having body- 
yellow Lamborghini guards saat ee 
up the Great Wall | 
of China Getting $100,000 car 
a a Ez for his 18th birthday. 
pe causing . Exchanging (Thanks, Usher!) 
20,000 in egging ing hi Twitter barbs { 
damage to a neighbor's pcdrinval che with Black Keys Taking over Staples 
home in Calabasas, Calif. drummer after Center in 2011 for 
last year’s Titanic movie date with 
a Getting caled out byex- | Grammys. Selena Gomez 
Saying he hoped NFL star and neighbor Cred test! a 
Anne Frank Keyshawn Johnson for 
“would have been dangerous driving 
a Belieber” = 
Bringing pet a 2 
capuchin monkey j 
ih Getting first ate claim at Mally on tour ¥ Smoking somuchweedon | S 
2 age 17; it was later dropped last private flight, pilots say they |g 
6 ast summer “had to don oxygen masks | m 
3 m 
2 a kid 
3 Being pals: with allegedly { Wearing gas mask to dinner in i 
assaulting a limo driver London (possibly mistaking | fy 
L_J himself for private-plane pilot) 
gue | Eo 
Peeing in club's mop Z 
bucket, then yelling hi wecntg shirtless 
“F--- Bill Clinton” photo of himself recuper- 
( - ating in a London hospital 
Mt ' Allegedly spit- a : Bg ‘ 
ae tingonneighbor | Vomiting mid- Taping “Call Me Maybe” viral 
Failing to get proper who had com- show in Arizona video with Selena Gomez and friends 
monkey-travel papers; letting plained about in 2012, but 
Mally languish in German zoo his driving powering through 
| 
Settling lawsuit for G J 
eae etting 
allegedly assaulting his matching coe, a 
own bodyguard tats withhis | dadnamed Covering his he witha 
a dad, Jeremy Jeremy paper bag at a film premiere. 
Being photographed sucking F ~ b Oh, wait, sorry! Shia 
on a stripper’s breast in Vegas LOW BRO | .. LaBeouf is next week. 


EGGS: GETTY IMAGES; LAMBORGHINI: BARCROFT MEDIA/LANDOV; THE GREAT WALL: LASSE KRISTENSEN/GETTY IMAGES; USHER: JASON MERRITT/GETTY IMAGES; TITANIC: MERIE W. 
WALLACE; BABY: ADAM GAULT/GETTY IMAGES; JOHNSON: KAT/SPLASH NEWS; MONKEY: HOLGERE HOLLEMANN/EPA/LANDOV; PLANE: DAMIAN DOVARGANES/AP IMAGES; LIMO: 
FINBAR HAWKINS/GETTY IMAGES; MOP AND BUCKET: C SQUARED STUDIOS/GETTY IMAGES; CLINTON: JAMES DEVANEY/WIREIMAGE.COM; BIEBER IN GAS MASK: BIEBER FEVER/ 
SPLASH NEWS; MONKEY BEHIND BARS: WEEGEE/GETTY IMAGES; BIEBER IN RED: MPNC/AKM-GSI; JEREMY BIEBER: JACK-RS/X170NLINE.COM; LABEOUF: JENS KALAENE/EPA/LANDOV 
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The LEGO 
Movie is 
earning raves 
from kids and 
parents alike; 
(inset) Tegan 
and Sara 
ray 7. 


The LEGO 
Song Really Is 
Awesome 


After an impressive $69.1 million opening 
weekend, the makers of The LEGO Movie surely 
woke up Monday morning thinking, “Everything 
is awesome!” And so, it seems, did countless 
fans, who have been humming (and down- 
loading) the film’s infectious soundtrack song 
since the movie opened Feb. 7. The tune— 
written by composer Shawn Patterson, 
produced by Devo head honcho and film-music 
guru Mark Mothersbaugh, and performed by 
Canadian sister act Tegan and Sara with a 
rap by The Lonely Island—has already jumped 
from the mid-50s up to No. 15 oniTunes. 

It’s just one in a series of crossover moves 


for Tegan and Sara, who can also be heard 

on the soundtrack to Endless Love (out Feb. 14) 
and in a jingle for a new Oreo commercial. “If 
people discover our band because of The LEGO 
Movie, \'m fine with that,” says Sara Quin. “| 
don't care how people find us, | just want them 
to find us.” And animated films have a proven 
track record when it comes to driving music 
sales—look at the most recent animated jugger- 
naut, Frozen, which has turned Idina Menzel’s 
version of “Let It Go” into a top 10 single and 
sent the soundtrack album to the No. 1 spot 

on the Billboard 200. 

“Everything Is AWESOME!” isn’t a chart- 
topper yet, though the film’s A CinemaScore 
and glowing word of mouth should keep it ruling 
theaters for a while. As for Tegan and Sara, 
they've begun to feel the LEGO effect. “We 
played a couple of shows this weekend,” says 
Quin. “I don’t know if people were teasing us, 
but | did hear people shout, ‘Everything Is 
AWESOME! from the crowd.” Hey, it’s better 
than “‘Freebird’!” —-KYLE ANDERSON 


THE SHAW REPORT IN 


Hating on Canada 


BY JESSICA SHAW. 


5 MINUTES AGO te ) OUT 
Hating on Russia R Hating the Olympics 


THE LEGO MOVIE: COURTESY OF WARNER BROS.; TEGAN AND SARA: AMANDA EDWARDS/WIREIMAGE.COM; EVGENI PLUSHENKO: DEAN MOUHTAROPOULOS/GETTY IMAGES. 


KELLY ROWLAND: KRISTINA BUMPHREY/STARTRAKSPHOTO; BEYONCE: STEVE GRANITZ/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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DAN SNIERSON’S 


LIST 


Popular Brooklyn restaurant Brucie features Beyoncé- 
themed Valentine’s Day menu with such dishes as 
Breastiny’s Child The following night, the restaurant will 
offer “Rowland With the Oldies: a remix of the Valentine's 


Day leftovers.” 


Stevie Nicks on love: “It 
would be fun if I could find a 
boyfriend who understood 
my life” Little does she know, 
she's actually had four suitors 
this year: The first three never 
made it past the fourth layer 
of shawl, and the other one 
kept asking out the back of her 
head while she was midtwirl. 
Florida teacher suspended 
for giving class Lil Wayne 
lyrics as homework to learn 
literary devices One mother 
grew suspicious when she 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 


asked her son at dinner if he’d 
finished his homework and he 
said, “B----, real Gs move in 
silence like lasagna—wait, 
wait, before you ground me, 
can you just tell me if that’s a 
metaphor or a simile?” 

Lady Mary’s wedding tiara 
from Downton Abbey 
available for rent: $2,000 a 
day with $200,000 deposit 
Sounds steep, but you'll get 
30 percent off a mourning-veil 
rental for your husband's 
soon-to-follow funeral. 


Ice-T mocks Dungeons & 
Dragons while talking about 
struggles of narrating 
audiobook: “Motherf---ers 
talk like Yoda: ‘Outside | go, 
into the sun thereof....’ How 
do you read this s---?” Our 
14th-level bard will need to 
Inspire Courage (+3) on our 
party so one of us can cast 
silence on this foul warlock. 
[Adjusts glasses on nose.] 
B.B. King’s birthplace marker 
stolen from Mississippi 
Blues Trail, then returned 
Asked why he had brought it 
back, the thief shrugged and 
said that the thrill was gone. 
CBS orders John Cusack- 
produced Wall Street drama 
pilot The most emotional 
moment comes when a junior 
analyst stands on a crowded 
street outside his boss’ office 
and holds a prospectus for a 
convertible unsecured sub- 
ordinated debenture issuance 
above his head while blasting 
Barenaked Ladies’ “If | 

Had $1,000,000.” 
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HOLLYWOOD 
INSIDER 


A (Very) 
Early Look 
At Fall TV’s 
Hottest 
Trends 


Zombies (but not vampires!), 
cops (but not lawyers!), and spin- 
offs (but not fairy tales!) are in 
the pipeline for TV fans. With 
broadcast’s annual pilot season 
in full swing and some early 
direct-to-series orders already 
revealed, intriguing trends have 
emerged. Here’s our early pre- 
view of what’s in and out this year. 


IN: SPIN-OFFS 

They're still in fashion: CBS is expand- 
ing its NCIS franchise with a New 
Orleans edition starring Quantum 
Leap’s Scott Bakula that will preview 
later this season, while The CW has 
ordered a pilot for the Arrow spin-off 
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Flash, and Supernatural will roll out its 
Chicago-set Tribes pilot in the coming 
months. Plus, there's the How | Met 
Your Mother spin-off pilot How | Met 
Your Dad, a near lock for a fall series. 
OUT: FAIRY TALES 

The spell that enchanted TV execs 
once upon a time has faded now that 
the Disney and Grimm canons have 
been exhausted. That said, if you 
count Oz asa fairy tale, NBC has 
greenlit Emerald City, a “dark 
reimagining of the classic tale.” 

IN: ZOMBIES 

Apparently networks believe in the 
walking dead, only their versions are 
friendly chatterboxes instead of 
groaning killers. NBC has revived a 
2007 pilot called Babylon Fields, 
about the dead wanting their old lives 
back, and The CW has Rob Thomas’ 
iZombie pilot, about a coroner who 
eats brains while solving crimes. 
OUT: VAMPIRES 

Could the post-Twilight trend finally 
be over? There's a downturn in vamp 
dramas in the broadcast pipeline: 
Beyond FX’'s July series The Strain 
from Guillermo del Toro, there’s not 
one current pilot with neck biters. 

IN: SMALL-TOWN COP SHOWS 

More intimate portraits, less flashy 
urban chaos. In addition to Fox’s 
Broadchurch remake Gracepoint, ABC 
has a pilot, Sea of Fire, starring 


Jennifer Carpenter as an FBI agent, 
and CBS’ rural Michigan cop drama 
Battle Creek is one of the buzziest 
pilots around thanks to creator Vince 
Gilligan (Breaking Bad). 

OUT: LAW DRAMAS 

Oh, there are still a couple of gavel- 
and-docket dramas in the works (like 
Shonda Rhimes’ law school pilot), but 
the verdict on them mostly seems to 
be not-happening by reason of 
done-to-death. 

IN: RETURNING STARS 

Besides Bakula, other TV vets revisiting 
the small screen include David Schwim- 
mer (ABC's couple comedy Irreversible) 
and ex-Greys Anatomy star Katherine 
Heigl (as a maverick CIA officer in NBC's 
pilot State of Affairs). 

OUT: TOKENISM 

There are multiple projects with charac- 
ters of color in lead roles and where 

race is part of the story line. ABC has a 
trio of comedy pilots: Black-ish starring 
Anthony Anderson, a Taiwanese-Amer- 
ican family comedy called Fresh Off the 
Boat, and a comedy based on the life of 
stand-up comic Kevin Hart. On the 
drama side, Fox has the hip-hop- 
themed Empire from The Butler 
director Lee Daniels, while ABC 
has American Crime from 12 
Years a Slave writer John Ridley, 
about a racially charged trial. More 
diversity in prime time? That may be 
the smartest trend yet. -JAMES HIBBERD 


Scott Bakula may be returning to TV this fall 
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Adrien Brody’s Houdini Is Bound (and Determined) 

Brody is a longtime fan of Harry Houdini, so he leaped at the chance to play the tortured escape artist 
in a four-hour History miniseries (debuting in May). “He’s probably the original superhero,” he says. 
“Nobody [else] dared to do any of the things he dreamed up.” Brody says the production (costarring 
Kristen Connolly, inset) tried to “faithfully” re-create the famous stunts. “I [really] was hanging upside 
down by a crane on the streets.” As for the barely there briefs? The actor swears it’s all in the name of 
historical accuracy. “He had to show he wasn’t hiding any apparatus that could help him get out of the 
cuffs and chains. So he would strip down.” —LINDSEY BAHR 
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Anna Kendrick Looks Back on The Last Five Years 

Pitch Perfect’s Kendrick continues her movie-musical takeover with Richard LaGravenese’s indie 
adaptation of the cult 2001 stage musical by Jason Robert Brown. The film, which is still looking for 

a distributor, uses two intersecting timelines (one chronological, the other backward) to chart the 
doomed five-year relationship of struggling actress Cathy (Kendrick) and novelist Jamie (Smash’s 
Jeremy Jordan). “I wept my way through the script before | ever heard the music,” says Kendrick, who 
also just signed on for a Pitch Perfect sequel and will play Cinderella in December's Into the Woods 
adaptation. “Then | reread it while | listened, and | was just an absolute mess.” —MARC SNETIKER 


THOMAS CONCORDIA 


3 of 3 


é. 


fee 


a 


. 
S. “a 


[tv 


David Tennant’s on the Case Again in Gracepoint 

“It’s so familiar yet completely new,” says Tennant (Doctor Who) while taking a break from shooting 
Gracepoint, Fox's limited-series remake of the acclaimed British crime drama Broadchurch, which will 
air next season. Starring opposite Anna Gunn (Breaking Bad), Tennant plays Det. Emmett Carver, a 
cop hunting for a boy’s killer in a small town—essentially the same role he played in the U.K. version, 
only with an American accent. “It’s a peculiar experience,” he says of the Groundhog Day-like sensation 
of starring on the same show twice. “But | knew what an exciting story it was.” Not changing: his 
ever-present stubble. Unkempt detectives, it seems, are fashionable worldwide. —JAMES HIBBERD 
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WHAT IF McCONAUGHEY 
WERE A McWOMAN? 


His reinvention has been thrilling to watch. 
If only more actresses could find enough roles 
for rebirths of their own. 


LET’S ALL GIVE a great tip of the hat to Best Actor nominee 
Matthew McConaughey, a man who not long ago smirked and 
drawled his way through a string of bland romantic comedies, 
and was celebrated only for his sweaty dedication to his pectorals. 
In aswift and elegant turnaround, the 44-year-old spent the past 
three years disappearing into rich characters dreamed up by 
some of our best contemporary storytellers. Now his fans, and I 
count myself among them, love to talk about the artistic courage 
of such a bold reinvention. 

Without taking away from his fine work, I wonder if McCon- 
aughey’s story is less about bravery than about the gift of being a 
white, middle-aged male actor. Yes, he’s brilliantly milked his 
McConaissance, but it’s because he’s navigated his career with 
powerful agency. He chose unpredictable supporting roles in films 
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Entertainment Weekly 
Celebration Honoring This Year’s 
SAG Awards Nominees 


SPONSORED BY TNT & TBS AND ESSIE 


Chateau Marmont 
Los Angeles, CA 
January 17, 2014 


Entertainment Weekly celebrated the 2014 SAG Award Nominees at an exclusive party 
sponsored by TNT & TBS and essie. More than 350 film and television nominees, studio 
and network executives and industry tastemakers mingled under the stars and treated 
themselves to the essie Prosecco and Sugarfina candy bar and snapped playful pictures 
in the essie branded photo booth. Julie Bowen, Betsy Brandt, Michelle Dockery, Harry 
Hamlin, Jane Krakowski, Nick and Vanessa Lachey, Damian Lewis, Bill Maher, Alyssa 
Milano, Lupita Nyong’o and Kerry Washington were just some of the talent who shined as 
DJ Michelle Pesce spun at EW's celebration. 


TOP: Michelle Dockery 


CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: Cuba Gooding Jr and RJ Mitte, Turner Executives: John Martin, 
David Levy and Steve Koonin, Nick and Vanessa Lachey, Damian Lewis, Kerry Washington, 
Jane Krakowski, Lupita Nyong’o, James Marsden, essie Prosecco and Sugarfina bar. 
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The Spinning of a Scandal 


The family drama rages on between 7 
Woody Allen, 78, and his estranged == (inset) with Mia 
daughter Dylan Farrow, who ; Farrow, son 
accused the director of sexual abuse ea 
more than 20 years ago and again 4 Dylan in 1988 
in arecent, brutally detailed letter 
excerpted in The New York Times. 
Now the Blue Jasmine filmmaker 
has lashed back in a Feb. 7 Times 
piece of his own, in which he denied 
the claims and pointed the finger at 
his ex Mia Farrow for her “shabby 
agenda...to hurt me with a smear.” 
(He claims that Dylan, who was 7 
when the alleged abuse occurred, is 
a victim of her mother’s “indoctrina- 
tion.”) Following Allen’s piece, Dylan, 
now 28, released a point-by-point 
counterattack to The Hollywood 
Reporter, dismissing Allen's claims 
as “distortions and outright lies” and 
“an effort to discredit and silence 
me.” (Mia, 69, is a vocal supporter 
of her daughter, tweeting “this is 
not about me, it’s about her truth.” 
Meanwhile, Dylan’s brother Moses 
has sided with Allen, saying, “Of 
course Woody did not molest my 
sister.”) As the saga continues to 
play out in the press, Allen wrote 
that his angry missive would be his 
“final word on the entire matter.” 

At least for now. —ADAM MARKOVITZ 
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the uproar but said has revealed that he’s 
Rachel's “journey to battling lung disease. 
good health has not The 82-year-old also 
yet ended.” urged his fans to stop 
smoking. 
REVEALED 
Turns out the “Dumb DEATHS 
Starbucks” publicity Selena Gomez Gabriel Axel, who 
stunt—which had LA. directed the Oscar- 
residents lining up for Singer-actress Selena —_ winning Danish 
hours to getafreecup § Gomez, 21, checked film Babette’s Feast, 
of bad coffee—was the __ into arehab facility died on Feb. 9 at 
work of comedian in January for two age 95... Pulitzer 
Nathan Fielder, 31,of weeks, her rep has Prize-winning poet 
the Comedy Central confirmed, adding Maxine Kumin 
SAC show Nathan for You. that she was not died on Feb. 6 at her 
Alas, the health depart- seeking treatment farm in Warner, N.H., 
RETIRING ment didn’t see the for substance abuse. after a long illness. 
For real this time. humor: It shut down She was 88. 
Jay Leno, 63, signed the fake java joint on AILING —Stephan Lee, with 
off from NBC’s The Feb. 10 for operating Leonard Nimoy, Star _—_ additional reporting 
Tonight Show on without a permit... Trek's original Spock, by Stewart Allen 


Feb. 7, passing the 

torch to Jimmy Fallon, 

39 (who'll make his 

hosting debut on 

Feb. 17). Seth Meyers, 

4O, is taking over for BIRTHDAYS 


Fallon on Late Night. 


CONTROVERSY FEB. 16 
Did The Biggest Loser 

go too far? Fans were 

shocked on Feb. 4 siasthns 
when rail-thin Rachel 

Frederickson, 24, won FEB, 19 
the reality show. 

(She'd dropped from 

260 to 105 pounds.) Rihanna 
Her trainer, Dolvett 
Quince, acknowledged 
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Shirley Temple 
: in a vintage 
WW? Salen, photo circa 1935 
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A Silver-Screen Sweetheart 
Who Truly Sparkled 


Thechild star defined an era—then carved outarich life away from Hollywood’s glare. 
BY KAREN VALBY 


EVERETT COLLECTION 


20TH CENTURY FOX/EVERETT COLLECTION 
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SHIRLEY TEMPLE, THE PUDGY-CHEEKED 
child movie star who was a fount 
of gumption and cheer through- 
out the Great Depression, died 
on Feb. 10 at the age of 85, a 
family spokesperson said in a 
statement. “We salute her for a 
life of remarkable achievements 
as an actor, as a diplomat, and 
most importantly as our beloved 
mother, grandmother, great- 
grandmother, and adored wife of 
fifty-five years.” 

Even during some of the 
roughest financial times this 
country has ever seen, little 
Shirley Temple was able to put 
smiles on moviegoers’ faces with 
her trademark head of 56 curls 
and those silver-bullet dimples. 
Before every big scene, her 
mother would tell her, “Sparkle, 
Shirley, sparkle!” And so she did. 
The only daughter of an L.A. 
banker and a housewife, Temple 
broke into motion pictures at 
the tender age of 3, imitating 
popular stars in hammy comedy 
shorts called Baby Burlesks. 

When she was 5, Temple 
signed her first long contract 
with Fox, printing her name 
starting with a backward S. In 
her terrifically wry 1988 memoir 
Child Star, she recalled, “Star- 
lets have to kiss a lot of people, 
including some unattractive 
ones.... Your hair and teeth must 


always be clean, and the same 
goes for your white socks.” 

Her first big hit was 1934’s 
Stand Up and Cheer!, alongside 
song-and-dance man James 
Dunn. Whether singing about 
lollipops and peppermint bays in 
1934’s Bright Eyes or tap-dancing 
up a flight of stairs with her 
favorite costar, Bill “Bojangles” 
Robinson, in 1935’s Little Colonel, 
she was at once roly-poly cute 
and smoothly professional. “This 
child frightens me,” declared 
costar Adolphe Menjou, who 
played a gangster holding 
Temple’s wisecracking orphan 
character for ransom in 1934’s 


Temple, then 5, 


> with James Dunn 
in 1934’s Stand Up 


and Cheer! 


“T was 
delighted to 
be told I was 

an actress, 
even when 

I didn’t know 
what an 
actress was.” 


—SHIRLEY 
TEMPLE 
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Little Miss Marker. “She’s an 
Ethel Barrymore at 6!” 

For four years straight, from 
1934 to ’37, audiences anointed 
her their favorite movie star. As 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
said in 1934: “When the spirit 
of the people is [low]...it is 
a splendid thing that for just 
15 cents, an American can go to 
a movie and look at the smiling 
face of a baby and forget his 
troubles.” In 1935, she became 
the youngest actor ever pre- 
sented with an Oscar (albeit an 
honorary and miniature one). 

The Temple brand raked in 
millions of dollars in revenue 
when stamped on records, 
magazines, children’s clothes, 
breakfast cereal, dolls, and, of 
course, the signature nonalco- 
holic drink imbibed by children 
on special occasions to this day. 
Her last great success as a child 
star for Fox came in 1939’s The 
Little Princess. She retired from 
the movies once and for all at 21; 
by that time, she had married 
soldier John Agar, with whom 
she had a daughter, Linda Susan. 
Shortly after divorcing Agar in 
1949, she wed WWII hero and 
business exec Charles Black 
and had two more children, 
Charles Jr. and Lori. (Charles 
died in 2005 of complications 
from bone marrow disease.) 


Even after leaving acting, 
Shirley Temple Black remained 
in the spotlight. An active 
Republican, she was appointed 
U.S. ambassador to Ghana under 
Gerald Ford and ambassador to 
Czechoslovakia under George 
HW. Bush. In 2006, Temple 
Black was honored with a SAG 
Life Achievement Award. “When 
I was 3 years old, I was delighted 
to be told I was an actress, even 
when I didn’t know what an 
actress was,” she told the roomful 
of admirers. “I have one piece of 
advice for those of you who want 
to receive the lifetime achieve- 
ment award—start early!” 


Shirley Temple 
Black (top) with 
husband Charles 

Black and kids 

Linda Susan Agar, 

Charles Jr., and 

Lori Black in 1957; 

(bottom) with 

President Jimmy 
Carter and French 
diplomat Jacques 

Kosciusko-Morizet 
in 1977 
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_. Along time ago, we edt to be. friends with a whip-smart teen sleuth namee 
Veronica Mars. And now: thanks to a historic Kickstarter campaign, Mars i iSas 
back in Neptune—this time onthe big screen. Star Kristen Bell and creator 
Rob Thomas ag EW File) nlem oman lsy roller-coaster revival of the beloved cult TV series. 
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Something is about to get 
crushed. Catastrophe is 
about to strike the world of 
Veronica Mars. 

It’s after midnight in a 
scrappy neighborhood of 
Long Beach, Calif., doubling 
tonight as the fictional coastal 
town of Neptune. The locals 
are clustered on the sidewalk 
or gathered at their windows, 
sipping cocktails and snapping 
photos. They have a ringside 
seat for a miracle: the resurrec- 
tion of Veronica Mars, the cult 
TV series starring Kristen 
Bell as a hotshot teen private 
investigator, reanimated as a 


feature film seven years after 
cancellation. It’s day 16 of a 
breakneck 23-day shoot, and 
something important needs 
to happen before the crack of 
dawn: A rhino-tough utility 
truck must charge at top 
speed and smash into adumpy 
hatchback pulling out of 
a driveway, then turn and 
smash into it again. The 
collisions will leave one 
character dead and another 
fighting for life. It ends with 
Veronica screaming. 

Kristen Bell sits at a monitor 
inside a darkened parking 
garage as creator Rob Thomas 
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and his crew prepare to roll 
vehicles and film. Jason 
Dohring, who plays Veronica’s 
bad-boy ex-boyfriend Logan, 
stands behind her, along with 
Enrico Colantoni, who plays 
her father. The mood is tense. 
Nothing can go wrong. If 
Veronica Mars were being 
made with Fast & Furious 
money, everyone could come 
back tomorrow and try again 
with another car (or 12) if the 
crew missed the shot. But a 
$577 million flick working fast 


and furiously to finish has no 
such luxury. Bell describes the 
backup plan: a close-up on 
Veronica's face as she witnesses 
the mayhem from her house. 
“But if we did that,” she says, 
“you’d know we cheated. We 
only have one shot at this.” 
Adding to the pressure felt 
by Bell & Co.—not just tonight, 
but every day—is the sense of 
obligation to the 91,585 inves- 
tors backing the movie, a 
number that might even 
include you. Veronica Mars is 


Ryan Hansen and Bell 
on the set of Veronica 
Mars with creator- 
director Rob Thomas 


ROBERT VOETS 
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the first major-studio film to 
be financed via Kickstarter. 
The ambition was to raise 
$2 million in 30 days. Mars 
fans—that’s “Marshmallows” 
to you—met the goal in a mere 
11 hours, and then kept on 
giving, motivated by the 
fulfillment of a dream, plus 
nifty incentives. (T-shirts. 
Autographed scripts. Walk-on 
roles. A premiere screening in 
your hometown.) “Never 
before have we had a platform 
that allows people to tell us 
what they want,” says Bell. 
“We said, ‘Guys! We really 
want to do it again. Do you?’ 
And they answered!” 

The campaign was a media 
sensation unto itself. Twitter 
went bonkers. Pundits debated 
the ethics of Hollywood using 
crowd-funded donations to 
bankroll its livelihood. Cre- 
ators and fans of fallen TV 
shows began wondering aloud 
if they too could Kickstart 
anew. “We’re guinea pigs for a 
whole new model of filmmak- 
ing,” says Thomas. “It would 
be nice to be a success.” 

Final judgments are still 
weeks away. (Four, to be exact, 
as the PG-13 film opens 
March 14.) Tonight, success 
is measured by a cool car 
crash. “Please! No clapping, 
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no applause!” yells the 
assistant director to the tipsy 
spectators. Thomas calls 
“Action!” The truck revs, 
peels, and smashes. The 
hatchback spins as if clocked 
by a roundhouse punch. 
Asked if he thinks he got the 
shot, Thomas gives a response 
that pretty much sums up 
everything: “The jury’s still 
out. Ask me again later.” 


VERONICA MARS HAS FANBOY 
grief in its very DNA. The TV 
show, which began on UPN in 
2004, might never have existed 
at allifit weren't for the demise 
of another gone-too-soon cult 
classic. “The cancellation of 
Freaks and Geeks was really 
on my mind when I created 
Veronica Mars,” says Thomas, 


Enrico Colantoni and 
Daran Norris reunite, 
while Jerry O’Connell 
joins as the new 
Sheriff Lamb 


BELL THEN: JUSTIN LUBIN/WARNER BROS.; BELL NOW: IVAN ASKWITH 
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48, who cut his TV teeth 
writing for Dawson’s Creek 
and before that was a high 
school educator and author of 
YA novels before YA novels 
were cool. “I really wanted to 
do a show about teenagers 
that felt real.” 

He chose a teen-detective 
angle because he was inter- 
ested in the genre and thought 
a high concept would make it 
more marketable. Thomas 
made his hero a girl in part 
because what he wanted most 
was a Show that reflected a 
generation of kids turned 
“prematurely jaded” by calam- 
ity and media influence, and 
he believed embodying those 
attitudes in a once-popular 


mean girl—transformed by 
tragedy into a champion of 
outcasts, misfits, and assorted 
freaks and geeks—made for a 
more compelling treatment of 
innocence lost. “She’s the 
queen of the disenfranchised,” 
says Bell, 33, of her breakout 
role. “I also think that for a lot 
of girls, she is almost a little 
superhero.” Thomas also 
aimed to offer a different take 
on a “strong” female on tele- 
vision. “I wanted Veronica to 
be smarter than people,” he 
says. “The thing that she has 
going for her that I think is the 
toughest thing for teenage 
girls is her self-confidence. 
She doesn’t give a s--- what 
you think about her. She’s 
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Our lady of Neptune 

all grown up: Bell 

(far left) as Veronica 
Mars in season 1 in 
2004; Bell in the 2014 
movie (and, yes, she’s 
leafing through an EW) 


VERON MARS 


been down so far, the silliness 
of high school can’t lay her low 
anymore. I thought it would 
excite people to see a girl who 
wasn’t going to let what some 
cute boy thought of her dictate 
how she felt about herself.” As 
for Veronica’s appeal among 
adults: “Veronica says all the 
things you wish you could have 
said to those a--holes in high 
school,” explains Bell. “She is 
your revisionist history.” 
Veronica Mars was a show of 
its time, for its time, and ahead 
of its time. Along with Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer, Felicity, and 
Gilmore Girls, Veronica was 
part of a wave of well-written 
female-centric dramas that 
captured the imaginations of 
women, critics, and plenty of 
dudes, too. It debuted the same 
season as Lost, Battlestar 
Galactica, and Desperate House- 
wives—a flashpoint for the 
emergence of serialized, big- 
saga television and Internet- 
based fandom. Those fans— 
2.5 million of them on average 
in season 1—made Mars part 
of the shipper phenomenon 
by lobbying for a romance 
between Veronica and Logan, 
the troubled son of movie 
stars. “I honestly don’t know 
why people like the guy,” 
says Dohring, 31, who’s a more 


mild-mannered personality 
off screen. “I watch some of 
those old episodes and go, 
‘Jeez, Jay, you’re such a dick!” 

Veronica’s third season pre- 
miered during the first year of 
The CW’s existence. Under 
pressure to grow the show’s 
audience, Thomas continually 
tweaked the storytelling, 
yielding inconsistent quality 
and ratings. Not wanting 
Veronica to end, he wrote a 
season finale that deliberately 
left everything unresolved. He 
wanted fans to clamor for 
more, and thus make it hard 
for The CW to cancel the show. 
The network was unmoved. 
Thomas and Bell then shot a 
12-minute presentation for a 
new approach to the series, 
casting Veronica as an FBI 
agent. No sale. The CW can- 
celed Mars in 2007. Fittingly, 
the last episode made Veronica 
the town pariah, and the last 
shot left her out in the cold. 
Her only consolation was that 
she was dating a boy who 
loved her to pieces. Unfortu- 
nately for the shippers, that 
boy was the sweet if regretta- 
bly named nerd Stosh “Piz” 
Piznarski (Chris Lowell), not 
Logan. Not only was this salt 
in the wound for fans, but the 
idea of Veronica and Logan 
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Rob Thomas and 
Kristen Bell 
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CATCHING UP WITH 
NEPTUNE'S MOST 
VALUABLE PLAYERS. 
By LINDSEY BAHR 
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forever adrift and separated 
symbolized their broken rela- 
tionship with the show. “I 
would agree with that,” says 
Bell. “The thing that can never 
be. This idea resonates, too: 
You wanted—want—to see 
them save each other.” 

After the cancellation, 
Thomas and Bell started 
talking about making a low- 
budget film that would pro- 
vide closure or, even better, 
keep the story going. Warner 
Bros., which owned the prop- 
erty, was becoming increas- 
ingly wired for blockbuster 
franchises (Harry Potter, The 
Dark Knight) and had no 
interest in a small movie that 
only promised, at best, small 
returns. Yet fans kept asking, 
and Bell and Thomas kept 
wanting. “Veronica is the best 
friend that I would beg not to 
move to Europe,” says Bell. “I 
feel so much responsibility to 
the girls that this show has 
affected. There is a role model 
here that I care about. I think 
when you get that amount of 
love from a fan base, you 
would be an a--hole if you 
didn’t give it back.” 

In 2011 Thomas became 
intrigued by crowdsourcing 
and began hatching the Kick- 
starter plan with his agent. 


The thinking: Crowdfunding 
would minimize the financial 
risk for Warner Bros. and 
generate massive—and free— 
publicity. If the fans failed to 
rally, well, everyone would 
have certain (if humiliating) 
proof of lifelessness on Mars. 
Thomas pitched the plan to 
Eva Davis, head of Warner 
Premiere, a direct-to-DVD 
division. Davis liked the idea. 
The deal: Thomas and Bell 
would raise funds to pay for 
production (the minimum: 
$2 million; the ideal: $5 million). 
Warner Bros. would cover all 
other costs and support a brief 
theatrical run ifthe studio saw 
enough interest. Thomas and 
Bell shot a funny fund-raising 
video at Bell’s home with 
Dohring, Colantoni, and Ryan 
Hansen (who played the loutish 
Dick Casablancas), with the 
intention of launching ASAP. 
Thomas now says that would 
have been a mistake: In truth, 
he had not fully researched 
the business of crowdfunding. 
“Tt would have been a mess,” 
he admits. “I was flying blind 
in a moment of inspiration.” 
And then Veronica was 
grounded all over again. In 
August 2012, Warner Bros. 
shuttered its direct-to-DVD 
business. Thomas says every- 
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thing went “dormant” for 
months. But the studio didn’t 
give up on the project, and 
eventually it landed in the 
digital distribution unit. “It 
was very innovative,” says 
chief digital officer Thomas 
Gewecke. So the Kickstarter 


Dohring 
and Bell 


was kick-started anew, this 
time smarter and better: 
Warner Bros. decided a signifi- 
cant theatrical release was not 
only viable, it was necessary to 
entice fans to donate. During 
the delay, Thomas and Bell 
became more active on Twitter, 
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nurtured Marshmallow hopes, 
and waited for the day when 
they would mush their follow- 
ers toward Kickstarter. The 
campaign finally launched on 
March 13, 2018. One day later, 
Team Veronica knew what 
they’d be doing that summer. 


THE FILM THAT THOMAS WROTE 
with frequent collaborator 
Diane Ruggiero is designed to 
please fans—and maybe play 
with them, too. Key themes: 
coming home, reclaiming the 
past and clinging too tightly to 
it, possessive relationships, 
and even pop culture fandom. 
Thomas says he began with 
the last image of the movie, 
then worked backward to 
build the story. The movie, 
he says, “is about Veronica 
accepting her destiny.” 

Set nine years after the 
events of season 3, Veronica 
Mars begins with the heroine 
living in New York City with 
Piz (!) and starting a career 
as a lawyer. She’s drawn back 
to Neptune—and the PI life 
she’s trying to put behind 
her—after that rascal Logan 
is accused of murdering his 
pop-star girlfriend. Conve- 
niently, a high school reunion 
brings together Veronica’s 
old friends and frenemies. 


Winks and in-jokes abound. 
New Girl’s Max Greenfield 
reprises his role as Deputy 
Leo in a cameo that cleverly 
addresses the FBI season 
that never was. And shippers, 
prepare: Veronica may be 
sweet on Piz at the start, but 
Logan comes on strong. “I’m 
just flattered that anyone 
would consider me competi- 
tion for Jason Dohring,” says 
Chris Lowell. “That guy is so 
charming and too cool for 
school. My dream would be 
if Piz and Logan ended up 
together.” (SPOILER ALERT! 
That doesn’t happen.) 
Ifyou’re not a Marshmallow, 
you'll find a movie that’s been 
recently tweaked with you in 
mind: Following an October 
test screening, Warner Bros. 
asked Thomas and Bell for a 
narrated prologue that would 
introduce Veronica’s world to 
newcomers. The studio also 
gave Thomas money to shoot 
additional scenes last Decem- 
ber to clarify plot points and 
satisfy the test audience’s 
desire to see more of Veronica 
with her father. Says Gewecke: 
“T think it’s going to appeal to 
a broader audience of people 
who maybe aren’t familiar 
with Veronica Mars but have 
heard about it. We’re excited 
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about the prospects for it.” 
(Bell’s recent blockbuster 
turn—as the voice of Anna in 
Disney’s Frozen—can’t hurt 
either.) It helps Veronica’s 
chances of flourishing as a 


low-budget movie (or movies) 
that the things that made the 
series so entertaining don’t 
cost much. Says Dohring: “We 
weren’t an action show. We’re 
full of relationships, emotion, 
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WILL THESE CULT SHOWS RETURN? 


Time of death Dec. 20, 2002, on Fox 

There isn’t a canceled show that inspires more yowling than Joss 
Whedon's neo-Western. But the prospect of “getting the band back 
together,” as exec producer Tim Minear puts it, remains daunting (just 
try persuading ABC to surrender Castle star Nathan Fillion to a rival). 


However, Minear points to TV’s new embrace of the miniseries as 


grounds for hope. “I would never 
foreclose the possibility,” he 
says. “A limited series would 
do very well, | bet.” 
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Time of death 

March 25, 2005, on HBO 
Ratings were mixed, the 
cost was exorbitant ($100 
million for the first season), 
and HBO's first ambitious 
swords-and-shields drama 
was axed before season 2 
premiered. HBO insiders 
later acknowledged that the 
cancellation was a mistake, 
but by then stars Kevin 
McKidd, Ray Stevenson, 
and James Purefoy were 
committed to other roles. 
“We had more stories to 
tell,” laments creator Bruno 
Heller, who went on to 
launch CBS’ The Mentalist. 
“The [production] mistakes 
we made were the mistakes 
Game of Thrones learned 
from.” Heller says he could 
“envision circumstances” 
of areturn and says key 
actors are willing. “It’s just 
a matter of enough people 
thinking it’s a good idea.” 
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“run around town begging” for a second season. Now, though, America’s 

epidemic of reality fame-whores has galvanized the duo to resume talks 

for a Comeback comeback, which King thinks could thrive as a binge- CHUCK 
watch series: “It’s all raw footage, made to be seen uninterrupted.” 
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32 Before there were Real Housewives, there was Valerie Cherish (Lisa 

Bh Kudrow), a faded sitcom star whose desperate attempts to recapture 

zy stardom were chronicled on a meta-reality show. “It was before anyone 

35 was really saying anything about reality TV,” says Michael Patrick King, PARTY 
a who admits that he and co-creator Kudrow couldn’t bring themselves to DOWN 
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Time of death June 13, 2009, on ABC 

Bryan Fuller is up to his neck in blood these days with NBC's Hannibal, 

but the exec producer remains hopeful that Daisies—about a pie maker 

(Lee Pace) who can touch dead things back to life—can be resurrected. PARTY 


“lve had conversations very recently with Barry Sonnenfeld about DOWN 
financing a film, and with [series star] Kristin Chenoweth and 
Warner Brothers about developing a stage musical,” Fuller divulges. 

CHUCK 
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Time of death March 17, 2010, on ABC 


The beloved hospital sitcom just may find new life...on Broadway! 

“We always had a musical-theater flair in that show,” says creator 

Bill Lawrence, who has written an outline and is currently meeting with 
composers. “It’s all the same characters, and we're combining two of 
our best stories with our best comedic moments and fantasies from 


nine years of the show.” 
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WILL THESE CULT SHOWS RETURN? 


Time of death Jan. 27, 2012, on NBC 
With Veronica's revival and Marvel's Netflix deal, co-creator Josh 
Schwartz has pondered a return to the Buy More. “Maybe we'd do it 
Avengers-style where you follow Sarah and Chuck on a mission, you’ve 
got Casey on a mission, you've got Jeffster! on tour, and then the 

final season is everyone together,” says Schwartz. Though he admits, 
“We did get five seasons and an opportunity to tell a lot of story.” 
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wit, charm, and clever dia- 
logue. That was our brand.” 
But even then, there is only 
so much a movie—big-budget 
or low—can do for fans. No 
matter how much nostalgic 
fun we might have with this 
return trip to Neptune, a one- 
night stand with Veronica 
Mars: The Movie can’t replace 
our severed relationship with 
Veronica Mars: The Series. She 
may be a revisionist-history 
superhero, but she’s not a time 
machine. Says Colantoni: “I’m 
sort of a purist—I love and 
miss the television show. I love 
and miss how detailed her 
world was on TV. It’s just the 
medium. You can create some- 
thing bigger in television. It’s 
not by any means a criticism 
of the movie or wanting a fran- 
chise of movies. I'll always be 
loyal to that world, because 
I was carried away by those 
65 episodes of that girl’s life.” 
Whatever happens at the 
box office, Veronica Mars will 
continue to live on after the 
release of the film with a series 
of novels published by Vintage 
and overseen by Thomas; 
the first one hits in March. 
Thomas and Bell also want to 
make more Mars, be it as low- 
budget movies or a Netflix 
series. The team won't rule out 


another Kickstarter campaign, 
but they'd prefer that Warner 
Bros. foot the bill moving for- 
ward. “I know what number 
we'd have to hit to do it again,” 
says Bell, who naturally 
declined to divulge said 
number. “I think we can do it. 
So I am not too pessimistic 
about this being the last round.” 
In the same way they took 
to the Internet to revive 
Veronica Mars, Thomas and 
Bell say they will be looking 
to the Internet next month to 
measure their achievement. 
“When people write the epi- 
taph on this, I want it to be ‘It 
was a success. The fans were 
happy. The studio made 
money.’ And then I think I 
want us to be ‘fresh’ on Rotten 
Tomatoes,” says Thomas. “If 
I get all three of those, I will 
be totally happy.” Adds Bell: 
“My gauge will be my Twitter 
account. I don’t look at num- 
bers. I never have.” She stops 
and reconsiders. “Wait. I lie. I 
look at the Frozen numbers. 
Only because it’s really fun. 
Once we got past $300 million, 
I was like, ‘YES! Finally! I am 
in a successful film!’” Now 
maybe Marshmallow Nation 
can give her another one. m 
(Additional reporting by Lindsey 
Bahr and Sandra Gonzalez) 
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Toyota Highlander. 
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FRED ARMISEN AND CARRIE BROWNSTEIN 
TAKE US ONA GUIDED TOUR OF THEIR HIT 
IFC COMEDY SHOW, WHICH CELEBRATES 
(AND MOCKS) EVERY PC-HIPSTER WHO'S 
SIPPED A CHARD-ICE COCKTAIL. 
BY RAY RAHMAN ILLUSTRATION BY NAZARIO GRAZIANO ( 


y here exactly is Port- 
landia? You could say 
that there's a little 


part of it inside all of us, but you'd 

/»— bewrong: It’s located in the rest- 
: less minds of Fred Armisen and 
Carrie Brownstein. Their shared 
vision of a bohemian, anything- 
goes utopia has made the sketch 
series so powerful that people 
in certain circles are no longer 
able to “put a bird on it” without 
eliciting giggles. 

For the show’s fourth season 
(premiering Feb. 27 on IFC), 
Armisen—who left SNL last sea- 
son—was able to give Portlandia 
his undivided attention. “Without 
a doubt, | feel more focused,” 
he says. “I have the right kind of 
energy for it.” (He must be eating 
a lot of kale, because he just added 
Late Night With Seth Meyers 
bandleader to his schedule.) We 
asked Armisen, 47, and Brown- 
stein, 39, to tell us the stories 
behind their favorite sketches and 
characters—plus an unaired 
sketch that was too weird, even 
for them. And if their faves are 
also your faves, just wait until the 
show returns. “This season, we 
put our favorite characters up on 
the board and delve deeper into 
their lives,” Brownstein says. “It’s 
so rewarding to write for them.” 
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EPISODE 


A couple binge-watch Battlestar 
Galactica so obsessively that 
they sacrifice their friends, jobs, 
and sense of well-being. 


ARMISEN This has some of my : 
favorite things that Carrie’s ! 
done. That scream that she : 
does is one of my most favor- : 
: editors to shift the style. It’s a 
BROWNSTEIN | like it because | 
life imitated art here in that : 
a lot of the crew got very : 
obsessed with the show : 
because we bought all the sea- 
sons on DVD—mmultiple copies. : 
The crew kept taking them : 
home and bingeing. By the time : 
we shot the scenes with [BSG : 
showrunner] Ronald Moore : 
and [star] Edward James : 
: texting, and Eddie Vedder. But 


ite things ever. 


Olmos, there was extra frenzy 


and fervor because we had : 
legitimately created obsessive : 
: it wasa little more official. 


Battlestar fans on the crew. 


ONE MOORE. 


ALEXANDR 


Fred and Carrie 

: simultaneously date 

: the same person—their 
manic-pixie-dream-girl 
: roommate, played 

i by Chloé Sevigny. 


BROWNSTEIN It’s almost like 
this Truffaut, Jules et Jim, 
French New Wave moment. I 
love any opportunity for the 


visually interesting one. Ward- 
robe was really excited to put 
usin these strange little French 
outfits and set a picnic up in the 
park. We shot bows and arrows 
and rode bikes. It was a very 
magical summer evening. 

ARMISEN Chloé’s perfect. A lot 
of our guests, we just text to 
get them to do the show. Like, 
Aimee Mann was a matter of 


Chloé was something we did 
through the talent department; 
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THE STUDIO 


An audio enthusiast shows 
off his home recording studio 
to a visitor, eventually 
conjuring the spirit of hipster 
deity Jack White. 


Wau’: PA 
PETER & NANCE Bohemian couple 


ARMISEN This is one that I 
feel like was a victory of just 
getting something on TV. 
Just the idea that recording- 
studio humor couldend upon: ) 
TV? Like, microphone humor? 4 al 
There’s something very satis- : 
fying about that. And all those 
Pet Sounds references he 
makes—everybody does it! 
Every recording studio I’ve 
been to, they tell you about Pet 
Sounds, or how few tracks they 
used on Sgt. Pepper. “Do you 
know that was only eight 


tracks?” It’s [based on] alotof : . is 
people I’ve known over the : 4 . i. a a 
years. And Jack White doesn’t: TONI & CANDACE Feminist-bookstore owners 


even say anything. He doesn’t 
have to! 


THE STUDIO: MEGAN HOLMES/IFC; PETER & NANCE, TONI & CANDACE: SCOTT GREEN/IFC (2); KATH & DAVE: AUGUSTA QUIRK/IFC 


PORTLANDIA’ 


AIMEE 


Fred and Carrie come to the 
uncomfortable realization 
that their housekeeper is none 
other than folk-rocker Aimee 
Mann—and their gardener 

is Sarah McLachlan. 


: gosh, I haven’t seen that 
: person for years. Maybe they 
really are cleaning houses?” 
: But Aimee, I think people are 
: aware enough that she’s 
: doing pretty well. And Sarah 
: McLachlan came down too. It 
: was just one of those surreal 
: days. It’s been a continual 
—________—_———_: benefit of the show, realizing 
BROWNSTEIN This one’s per- 

haps my favorite. Aimee is so : 
dry and witty—she played it : 
so straight and perfect. It’s : 
tricky because it’s based on a 
true story. This actually hap- : 
pened to me. I mean, it wasn’t : 
Aimee Mann obviously, but it : 
was a very uncomfortable 
situation. So you don’t want to : 
make the viewer too sad. : 
We've all been in that position, : 
especially in the creative | 
world. We didn’t want to make : 
the audience think, “Oh my : 


how self-aware people are, and 
their willingness to poke fun at 
themselves. Sarah McLachlan 
was the first example of that, 
because we weren’t sure; she’s 
obviously very earnest, and 
her fans take her music very 
seriously. But she was com- 
pletely willing to come down 
and play, like, a gardener. And 
that’s been a theme through- 
out the show—a lot of people 
wanting to come on the show 
and demonstrate another side 
of themselves. 
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: know this band that has, like, 
: 20 members?” That’s what 
: this was about. 

: BROWNSTEIN We were trying 
: to think of what would be the 
: ultimate novelty in an absurd 
: way, but still be something 
i people might actually be 
there’s always some new angle : 
on having a band. I don’t like : 
to use the word gimmick, but : 
there’s always some new thing : 
that people talk about that : 
doesn’t always have to do with : 
the music. When the Poly- : 
phonic Spree came out, the 
: band, it would probably break 


CAT NAP 


An indie band recruits a cat to 
Join its ranks. 


ARMISEN Ever since me and 
Carrie have been into music, 


way people would discuss 


them would be “Oh, do you : 


interested in in real life. 
I think a cat perfectly repre- 
sents that—I wouldn’t at all 
be surprised to hear that 
there’s a band touring with 
a cat. Cats are such huge 
superstars in digital media. 
If you combine that with a 


the Internet. 
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ERO RATS | 


A stop-motion sketch where 
three rat roommates discover a 
no-packaging grocery store. 


ARMISEN These are really fun. 
If I remember correctly, we : 
were reading an article about : 
a grocery store where there 
was no packaging—I think : 
everything was in bins or out 


: in the open. And one of our 
: writers, Karey Dornetto, was 
: like, “Oh my God, the rats are 
: gonna love that.” Which is 
: true! That’s not good for sani- 
: tary conditions. So we knew 
: we wanted to do something 
: about that. 


BROWNSTEIN Doing animation 
kind of comes down to budget- 
ary issues. We’d love to be able 


to translate some of our ideas 
: into other formats; it really 
: adds some texture to the show, 
: to take a break from live action 
; and move into something else. 


There’sa lot of time and money 
that goes into animation, so 
it’s not always feasible. But it’s 
definitely something we’d like 


: todo more. 


The Unaired Sketch 


ARMISEN Sometimes you do one that’s good on paper and all the elements 
are there, but for some reason when you watch it, you can see why it doesn’t 
make it. We did this one where we’re both ambulance drivers. | kept telling 
Carrie a story, but | couldn’t finish it because we kept getting called in to 


go to the same bar. It’s all for this girl who..you know those people who 
always create drama in their life, and they always, like, need an ambulance or 
whatever? Like, “No, you have to call an ambulance.” So we kept going back 
to this one bar, but this girl was just okay. It seemed like such a good idea on 
paper; we were so excited about it. But it just didn’t work. Things that seem 
clear to us in our mind, sometimes when they’re on the screen you're like, 
“What is happening? What am | looking at?” 
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Colin Farrell and 
Jessica Brown Findlay 


> WATCH 


TRAILER 


TIMES 


Winter’s Tale 


STARRING Colin Farrell, Russell Crowe, 
Jessica Brown Findlay 

DIRECTED BY Akiva Goldsman 

PG-13, 1 HR., 57 MINS. 

By Chris Nashawaty 


DAVID C. LEE 
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Russell Crowe 
(center) 


WHAT'S YOUR THRESHOLD for schmaltz? That’s not an idle question; 
it’s something you might want to seriously consider before seeing 
the supernatural romantic fantasy Winter’s Tale. Because depend- 
ing on your answer, you may find yourself either stifling a sniffle by 
the film’s end credits or rolling your eyes and groaning. There isn’t 
much middle ground. 

Based on Mark Helprin’s beloved 1983 novel, and adapted with a 
liberal dollop of sap by Oscar-winning screenwriter-turned-director 
Akiva Goldsman (A Beautiful Mind), Winter’s Tale never figures out 
what kind of story it wants to tell. Is it a three-hankie tearjerker 
about the redemptive power of love? Is it a dark sci-fi thriller pitting 
the age-old forces of heaven and hell against each other? Or is it a 
kid-friendly fairy tale replete with a dashing Prince Charming 
astride a flying white stallion? Miraculously, and unfortunately, the 
answer is: all of the above. 

After a sepia-tinted prologue set in 1895—when a baby boy is 
placed on a raft and pushed Moses-like toward Manhattan by his 
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Critical 


Mass 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases 
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AMERICAN HUSTLE 


AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY | 


FROZEN 


JACK RYAN: SHADOW... — | — |= 
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EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW’s online reader panel. If you'd like to join, go to frontrowpanel.com/join 


STARRING Joel Kinnaman, Gary Oldman, 


J 
. 
ou= 
\ fom 


RoboCop 


Michael Keaton 
DIRECTED BY José Padilha 
PG-13, 1 HR., 48 MINS. 

By Owen Gleiberman 


Why do a remake of RoboCop that’s 
only half as good? The crackerjack 
satirical future-shock classic of 

1987 centered on a hero who was 
hauntingly poised between being a 
Terminator cyborg and a soulful shard 
of his former human self. He was a 
real ghost in the machine. In the new 
RoboCop, Joel Kinnaman, cast because 
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he's as naturally steely as Peter Weller, 
sometimes plays RoboCop as the 
thinking, feeling family man he once 
was, and sometimes he’s pure 
shoot-em-up droid crime fighter— 
which can feel like the film trying to 
have it both ways. After Kinnaman’s 
Alex Murphy is nearly killed by thugs, 
he’s built into RoboCop as a market- 
ing ploy: The CEO of OmniCorp 
(Michael Keaton) wants to sell robot 
law enforcers to the American people. 
The film has lots of energized may- 
hem, and Murphy's unraveling of the 
conspiracy against him isn’t dumbed 
down, yet it’s as if the comic-book 
action poetry of the original has been 
encased in a suit of generic armor. B- 
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TRAILER The hotel set was 


constructed in a defunct 

5 Zz m= departmentstore in Gorlitz, 
Germany, but the cast— 

including Wes Anderson 

regular Jason Schwartzman 

and first-timer Jude Law 


) 
iy (right)—bunked at a real 
hotel down the street. 
“It’s great to go downstairs 
: for coffee and run into 
ae Jeff Goldblum,” says 
Schwartzman. “There's 
' i rae : ress always a real welcoming 
Ve x family feeling on Wes’ 


sets. It’s never like, 
‘Oh, you're a newbie.’” 


CONCIERGE 


M-F: 
UNCH: 
MILE 


Checking Into 
Anderson’s Hotel 


For The Grand Budapest Hotel, director Wes Anderson 
gathers a large ensemble ina typically strange and 
beguiling old-world comedy. —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


9Au 


12 PM 


cL 
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In any Wes Anderson film, the JeffGoldblum and 
setting is very much a character his feline costar 
in itself, whether it’s a boarding { 
school, a brownstone, or a pup 
tent. In The Grand Budapest 
Hotel (rated R, out March 7), 

a Central European resort plays 
host to an eccentric romp: 

For starters, there’s an art heist, 
a star-crossed love affair, anda 
jailbreak. “I’ve always enjoyed 
hotel movies,” says the director. 
“It’s a big place where lots of 
different things are happening 
all at once, a giant system 

of humanity.” 


= ator 


~— 


my § 


The Budapest's lobby boy (Ton 
Revolori) falls for the young bake 
(Saoirse Ronan) responsible for t 
hot ignature confection: the 
Courtisane au Chocolat. “Making 
them wasn’t easy,” says Ronan. 
“Forget the action scenes in Hann. 
these little pastries were the harde 
thing I’ve had to do in a movie.” 
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(Above) Wally 
Wolodarsky, 
Fisher Stevens, 
Bill Murray, Bob 
Balaban, and 
Waris Ahluwalia 
line up as con- 
cierges of rival 
hotels; (left) 
Ralph Fiennes’ 
concierge Gustave 
finds himself 
incarcerated 
and bestriped 
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Harvey 


Keitel with son Tilda Swinton under- 
prison tats he went hours in the 
: : makeup chair to play 

the 84-year-old 
dowager Madame D. 
“We're not usually 
working with a vast, 
Bruckheimer-type 
budget on my films, 
so often we’re trying 
a work-around,” says 
Anderson. “But for 
the old-age makeup 
I just said, ‘Let’s just 
get the most expen- 
sive people we can.’” 


Edward Norton 
(center) issues 
commands follow- 
ing ajailbreak. “A 
good prison escape 
is always fun,” says 
Anderson, who 
freely lists his-cine- 
Matic inspirations. 
“(Jacques BécKer’'s] 
Le Trou is just one 
Of the best, and | 
just know that 4 

Im stealing some- 

thing or other from \ 

[Jean Renoir’s] ~ 
Grand Illusion.” 


ae 
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THAT AWKWARD MOMENT: NICOLE RIVELLI; THE MONUMENTS MEN: CLAUDETTE BARIUS 


NOT RATED, 1 HR., 15 MINS. 
Documentary filmmaker Lotfy Nathan explores the 
outlaw appeal of an inner-city Baltimore dirt-bike 
gang through the eyes of a 13-year-old wannabe 
member named Pug. Daredevil danger is one 
attraction for the pint-size protagonist, but what 
Pug is really searching for is a sense of family and 
belonging. (Also available on iTunes and VOD) 
—CHRIS NASHAWATY 


R, 1HR., 33 MINS. 

In this lightweight indie comedy 
dripping with faux quirkiness, Emma 
Roberts is a naive would-be Sylvia Plath 
who splits her time between manning a porn-shop 
counter and stalking a washed-up bad-boy poet 
Vohn Cusack). Imagine Wonder Boys if none of its 
characters had humor or talent. (Also available on 
VOD) C —CHRIS NASHAWATY 


R, 1 HR., 40 MINS. 

Andy Garcia and Vera Farmiga play 
lonelyhearts who meet while touring 
a small liberal-arts college with their 
respective children. He’s a cardiac surgeon who's like 
a Eugene Levy character played straight; she’s a hiply 
cynical depressive with a hidden sentimental side. 
The two coo and flirt and laugh at each other’s bad 
jokes. They get up in front of a theater class and “act 
out their unhappiness. They smoke dope and dance 
to reggae. They break into a chorus of “I Got You, 
Babe.” Actually, | made that last one up, but the 
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ito) de) dale 


1. The LEGO Movie 


A total “block”buster. The tiny plastic figures 
netted an astonishing $69.1 million—the 
second-biggest February opening of all time. 
The witty 3-D spectacle lured all ages to 

the theater, too; 60 percent were over 18. 
Warner Bros. already has a sequel in the works. 


S. 
& 
The Top 20 Ss 
SS THE LEGO MOVIE $69.1 3,775 | $18,291 - 1 $69.1 
THE MONUMENTS MEN $22.0 | 3,083 | $7,137 - 1 $22.0 


Negative reviews didn’t dissuade 
audiences from checking out 
George Clooney's merry band 

of art rescuers, including Matt 
Damon, Bill Murray, and John 
Goodman. The $70 million film 
exceeded expectations with a 
$22 million debut. 


RIDE ALONG $9.6 2,800 | $3,425 -20 4 $105.3 
After three weeks in the No. 1 
spot, the Kevin Hart/Ice Cube 
buddy comedy finally ceded 
its throne. It also became the 
first 2014 film to cross the 
$100 million mark (a career 
high for Hart in a leading role). 


FROZEN $6.9 2,460 | $2,794 | -23 2 $368.6 


LONE SURVIVOR $5.6 2,869 | $1,940 -22 7 $112.9 
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COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. 
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DVD<«Streaming 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


Where the Wild 
Things Are 


Zapata! 


When Novelists 
Need Money... 


..they write screenplays. Cormac McCarthy 
penned The Counselor, which just hit Blu-ray 
and DVD. Here are five great movies by 
authors taking a break from their day jobs. 


MOBY DICK: WARNER BROS. PICTURES/PHOTOFEST; VIVA ZAPATAI: 20TH CENTURY FOX/EVERETT COLLECTION; THE COUNSELOR: KERRY BROWN 


TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT: EVERETT COLLECTION; THE INNOCENTS: 20TH CENTURY FOX/MPTV.NET 
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TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (1944) John 
Mahoney’s alcoholic novelist- 
turned-screenwriter in Barton 
Fink was based on William 
Faulkner’s broke, julep-soaked 
days moonlighting as a Holly- 
wood scribe. The literary titan 
tackled the work of another 
heavy hitter when he provided 
the screenplay for this Ernest 
Hemingway adaptation, which 
brought Lauren Bacall and 
Humphrey Bogart together for 
the first time. 

VIVA ZAPATA! (1952) John Steinbeck 
may have won the Pulitzer and 
Nobel prizes, but he never man- 
aged to take home an Oscar 
despite being nominated for 
three. His last nod was for this 
romantic retelling of the life of 
Mexican revolutionary Emiliano 
Zapata, played by Marlon Brando. 
MOBY DICK (1956) Captain Ahab 
was a controlling and difficult 
monomaniac and, as sci-fi icon 
Ray Bradbury found out when he 
wrote the screenplay for this 
adaptation of Herman Melville’s 
classic tome, so was director 
John Huston. Bradbury’s experi- 
ence working with Huston was 
so trying that he eventually 
wrote about it in the novel Green 
Shadows, White Whale. 

THE INNOCENTS (1961) Based on 
Henry James’ gothic novella The 
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To Have and 
Have Not; 
(inset) The 
Innocents 


Turn of the Screw, this genuinely 
unnerving British horror film was 
written by Truman Capote, who 
underscored the creeping dread 
and candlelight frights with a 
subversive Freudian subtext. 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE (2009) 
Transforming Maurice Sendak’s 
picture book into a beautiful 
tale of self-knowledge and sub- 
limated childhood emotions, 
Dave Eggers (who co-wrote with 
Spike Jonze) not only stayed 
true to the heart of his source 
material but elevated it as well. 
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(From left) 

Joel McCrea, 
Laraine Day, and 
George Sanders 
in Foreign 
Correspondent 


a Stand 


The Master of Suspense’s political agenda fostered 
some of his most white-knuckle filmmaking 


EVERETT COLLECTION 


When we think of Alfred Hitchcock's 
main preoccupations, we think of 
scares, mistaken identities, and chilly 
blondes—but probably not politics. 
The director rarely spoke publicly of 
his position on this issue or that, 


preferring instead to spend his time 
in the spotlight perfecting a persona 
of avuncular morbidity. But Hitch was 
far from apolitical; rather, he baked 
his ideology directly into the crust of 
the films he made, no more so than 
in those he directed during WWII. 
Exhibit A is his rip-roaring spy-hunt 
thriller Foreign Correspondent 
(1940, 2 hrs., Not Rated), which has 
just been given an impressive 
Criterion makeover. Where 1938's 
The Lady Vanishes operated in part 
as an allegorical critique of British 
appeasement, this quick-paced classic 
about an American journalist Joel 
McCrea) in Europe searching for a 
kidnapped diplomat was geared 
toward influencing the U.S. out of its 
isolationist policies. No less a source 
than Joseph Goebbels reportedly 
praised the film as superb propa- 
ganda. (Uh, thanks?) It’s far more 
than that, though, as evidenced by 
the fact that we're still watching it 
raptly all these years later. Hitchcock 
brilliantly stages a rain-slicked 
assassination scene and follows it up 
with an iconic and nail-biting 
sequence set in a Dutch windmill, 
while the effortlessly charming 
George Sanders chews on delicious 
lines courtesy of a coterie of screen- 
writers including Ben Hecht and 
American witmonger Robert Benchley. 
Criterion’s restoration looks gorgeous 
and is accompanied by a decent 
handful of new that help 
put it into its historical context, 
although the film is a Swiss watch 
that works perfectly all on its own. A 
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Naomi Watts 
in Diana 


Lady Di Deserves Better 


Because of her accessibility and popularity, Diana was nicknamed 
“the People’s Princess,” a more democratic brand of royal who 
could have been dubbed Our Highness. But the title also carries 
with it the more pernicious implication that she belonged to 

us, that the details of her life, no matter how private-seeming, 
were a matter of public record. The biopic Diana (2013, 1 hr, 

53 mins., PG-13), now on Blu-ray, doesn’t come close to resolv- 
ing this central tension behind the beloved and press-hounded 
figure, played by Naomi Watts with quiet fortitude but not 
much insight. Focused mainly on her relationship with heart 
surgeon Hasnat Khan (Naveen Andrews), the story is mushy 
and maudlin, a Lifetime tabloid adaptation that’s been gussied 
up with an unconvincing topcoat of prestige. There’s a lot of 
implicit finger-wagging at the insectoid swarms of paparazzi 
who follow her every move, but the movie never really exam- 
ines its own squirmy sense of familiarity. Where a film like The 
Queen acknowledged the distance that existed between itself 
and the real royal family, Diana purports to show you what its 
subject was actually like behind closed doors, and in doing so 
becomes just as tasteless as all those boldfaced headlines. D+ 


: PG-13) Asa Butterfield, 
: Harrison Ford, Ben 

: Kingsley, Viola Davis The 
: Classic sci-fi novel about 

: militarized children fighting 
! gargantuan gross insects 
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ALSO AVAILABLE 


E (2013, 


finally hits Hollywood, but 


: with more of a whimper 
: than a bang. 


(2013, PG-13) 


: Robert Redford This 

: almost dialogue-free 

: tour-de-force man-versus- 
nature tale pits Redford 

: against the elements 

: when his small yacht 

: Starts to sink. A 


(2013, NC-17) 


: Adéle Exarchopoulos, Léa 
: Seydoux Featuring scenes 
: of graphic sex and explicit 
: Frenchness, this sapphic 

: art film is both devastat- 

: ing and sublime. 


: (2013, R) Morris Chestnut, 
: Taye Diggs, Regina Hall, 

: Terrence Howard Four- 

: teen years after The Best 
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Keidrich Sellati The Americans 


and Keri Russell 


Premieres Feb. 26, 10 p.m. 
FX 
By Jeff Jensen 


CRAIG BLANKENHORN/FX 


ERIC LIEBOWITZ/FX 
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THE SAGA OF husband-and-wife : Matthew 
“travel agents” trying to juggle rr Rhys 
career, family, and their 
patriotic duty of destroying 
the United States in 1982, The 
Americans is television’s most 
morally complex drama. It wears 
more faces than a triple agent. 
Cold War potboiler. Sly cultural 
commentary. Dynamic meta- 
phor for marriage. Painfully hilar- 
ious reminder of early-’80s 
fashion. In season 1, the fabri- 
cated domestic partnership of 
KGB operatives Philip and 
Elizabeth Jennings (Matthew 
Rhys and Keri Russell) unrav- 
eled, then repaired into some- 
thing genuine. Their romantic triumph mirrored the show’s winning 
mission of figuring out how to balance its many aspects. Season 2 is 
just as brainy and twisty and kinky, and it ratchets up the suspense 
by making the threats to our “heroes” even more personal. 

Like their daughter. Teenager Paige (Holly Taylor) continues to 
investigate her parents’ goings-on, a quest for forbidden knowledge 
that plays on multiple levels: Peep on Mommy and Daddy, and what 
you see in their bedroom might turn your world upside down. The 
Jenningses kill to protect their secrets. Whatever will they do when 
Paige discovers what they’re hiding? Elizabeth in particular: Her 
desire to protect her kids is sincere, yet the /Viva la Revolucion! 
radical will recklessly dump them at the movies so she can help an 
agent in distress. Which loyalty is stronger: Mother Russia or mother- 
hood? Where is her bliss: career or family? Can’t a woman have it all? 

As usual, Philip—and Rhys—gets the best disguises (a “cowboy 
diplomacy” ensemble: brilliant) and most conflicted fun. His sham 
marriage to FBI secretary Martha (Alison Wright) becomes more 
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Mixology 


Debuts Feb. 26, 9:30 p.m. 
ABC 
By Karen Valby 


The tagline for the new bar comedy 
Mixology is “10 strangers, one night, 
and all the ridiculous things we do to 
find love.” Let’s hear from some of 
those folks about their varying brands 
of ridiculousness. “He's so hot | would 
let him degrade me,” a woman says of 
the stud bartender. “We brought you 
out so you could smash a lot of not- 
so-bright party girls,” an ape of a man 
tells his timid buddy. TGIF? 

Turns out the gimmicky conceit 
and those dumb, nasty lines undercut 
the best of what this series has to 
offer. Each episode zeroes in on one 
couple, who circle and crash into 
each other in bouts of antagonism 
or flirtation, before retreating to their 
friend safety zones. The cutaway 
flashbacks to each character's 


RON BATZDORFF/ABC 
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childhood are cartoonishly drawn, yet 
the pacing is snappy, and the cast 
includes a few standouts, like Blake 
Lee (Parks and Recreation) as Tom, 
a tender innocent still mourning his 
broken engagement. He's a dorky 
delight in every scene. And Alexis 
Carra brings sharp wit and depth to 
the role of Jessica, a single mother 
who took two buses in from New 
Jersey for a night out. 

If you like—or like zoning out to— 
slick and shiny romantic comedies 
in the vein of New Year's Eve and 
Valentine’s Day, Mixology is the show 
for you. But underneath the glossy, 
Ryan Seacrest-produced banner, this 
cocktail actually has some genuine 
sweetness and originality. Skeptics, 
stay for another round. B 


Blake Lee and 
Laura Wright 
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One Red-Hot Couple 


Jason Momoa (Game of Thrones), 34, and his real-life 
sun-and-stars, Lisa Bonet (Angel Heart), 46, are 
teaming up on SundanceTV’s drama The Red Road 
(debuting Feb. 27). The longtime loves talk to EW 
about mixing business and pleasure. —JAMES HIBBERD 


BONET AND MOMOA: BRIAN MENDOZA; THE RED ROAD: JAMES MINCHIN/SUNDANCE CHANNEL 


When you watch each other’s 
projects, are you critiquing or can 
you enjoy the performance? 
JASON MOMOA Can I go first, 
honey? When I watch her per- 
formances, I think, “Gee, that 
girlis hot and sexy and I want 
her.” At home, I get her in a 
different way, which is better. 
The world doesn’t get to see 
this side. I’m just really lucky 
to know her inside and out, 
and her sense of humor. I 
wouldn’t say I’m critiquing. 

I don’t think ’m 
watching with a critic’s eye. 
What are your favorite and least 
favorite of each other’s roles? 

Drogo is pretty much 

at the top of the list. 
MOMOA I’m going to go with 
Angel Heart. And the worst? I 
don’t have a worst for her. We 
do no wrong! 

My mind doesn’t really 
work that way. As actors, 
there’s a lot of struggle 
involved. Every actor some- 
times takes a s---ty part— 
that’s life. 

MOMOA “Damn, honey, you 
dropped the ball on that s---!” 
[Laughter] 

Lisa, how did you come to join 
Jason on Red Road? 
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} Mag ical Butterflies 
( on TV: AFlyover 


When the plot calls for quasi-supernatural whimsy, 
writers have a habit of winging it. -ANDREA TOWERS 


SEX AND THE CITY 2002: SCRUBS 2004 H LUNESTA 2005 


“Some people refuse to The butterfly effect in We'll sleep better by 

settle for anythingless : action—minusAshton : fooling ourselves into 

than butterflies.” Never : Kutcher, plusheavage. believing this green guy 
change, Carrie. : isn’t a papery moth. 


a Sees eae 
- ~ - 


FRINGE 2008 UNDER THE DOME 2013 NEW GIRL 2014 


One butterfly: beautiful. A monarch will choose Of course the Purple One 
A horde of hundreds: the new leader of : has a pretty pet butterfly 
terrifying. : Chester's Mill (we think). : at home. 


Symbolism! 


UNDER THE DOME: CBS 


SIC 
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. Do’s and Don'ts From the 
“King of the Guest Stars” 


Nowadays he plays Jerry (orisit Larry?) on Parks and 
Recreation, but Jim O’Heir has been popping up 

on TV for the past 20 years. The actor, 52, offers his rules 
for keeping cool during cameos. MARC SNETIKER 


DON’T SCREW UP 
THE TABLE READ 


“| had done George 
Lopez, and | got a 
call from the cast- 
ing director saying 
one of the actors 
booked for the 
next episode was 
not available for 
the table read, so | 
did it, and the next 
morning they fired 
him and hired me. 
It made me feel 
bad for the actor, 
but let me give 


this little piece of 
advice: If there’s 
ever a chance 
you're going to 
lose a job, it’s at 
the table read. If 
you don't bring it, 
you're gone.” 


DO BE NICE TO 
THE EXTRAS 


“| had conver- 
sations with the 
extras on Friends— 
the regular extras 
who were there 
every day in the 


ee Faris and 


gl O'Heir on 


Friends 


PARKS AND RECREATION: CHRIS HASTON/NBC; O'HEIR: JOE PUGLIESE/AUGUST IMAGES 


coffee shop—and 
they are the 
people with all the 
dirt. I’m not going 
to name names 
of actors who they 
might have men- 
tioned, but there 
were comments 
thrown around. 
Just be nice to 
everybody!” 


DON’T BE THE 
BEARER OF 
BAD NEWS 


“On Step by Step, 
| announced to 
Patrick Duffy 
and Suzanne 
Somers that 
Chris Farley 
had died. 

The week 

| was there, 
there was 

a weird 


thing going on 
with one of the 
cast members 
getting into 
trouble, so the 
cast was already 
unhappy. | didn’t 
mean to be that 
guy. Afterwards 
| kept my ears 
open and my 
mouth shut.” 


thankyou 
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lle oWatch 


A day-to-day guide to notable programs* BYCLARK COLLIS 


mus WATCH OF THE WEEK 


2014 Olympic Winter Games 


MONDAY, FEB. 17-SUNDAY, FEB. 23 | NBC, NBCSN, CNBC, MSNBC, USA NETWORK 


The Olympics may not have turned Sochi into the new Aspen (unless twin toilets become “a thing” with 
the snowboard-arati). But the actual events have made for gripping TV, and there's plenty more to come. 
Probable highlights include Julia Mancuso trying to increase her medal haul in the Women's Alpine 
Skiing Giant Slalom final (Tuesday, 8 p.m., NBC), Yuna Kim facing off against Mao Asada and Russian 
teen sensation Yulia Lipnitskaya in the Ladies’ Figure Skating final (Thursday, 8 p.m., NBC), and 
JR. Celski potentially going for double gold in the 500m and 5000m Relay Short-Track finals (Friday, 
8p.m., NBO). Finally, wake up in time to catch at least the end of the Men’s Hockey final (Sunday, 6:30 a.m, 
NBC) and to see the happiest goalie this side of a winner-takes-all Jason Voorhees look-alike contest. 


ALEXANDER KLEIN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


FALLON: JAMES WHITE/NBC; STAR-CROSSED: SKIP BOLEN/THE CW 


TAP:EACH 
DAY: FOR 


PROGRAMS 


MONDAY 
FEBRUARY 17 


SERIES DEBUT 


The Tonight Show 

Starring Jimmy Fallon 

NBC 

Fallon is only the sixth 
host of NBC’s late-night 
institution—if you count 
predecessor Jay Leno 
just the once. What can 
we expect? We know 
Will Smith will be the 
first guest. Given Fallon’s 
love for all things ’90s 
nostalgic, could there 

be some kind of Fresh 
Prince rap homage? 

U2 are the first musical 
guests, so a Bono 
impression seems 
possible. And since The 
Tonight Show is back in 
New York, get ready for 
a lot of New Yorky jokes 
about New Yorkers 

and their New Yorkness. 
Also? Sources say 
Fallon’s chin is smaller. 
—DARREN FRANICH 


“ll | Beyond Candid With Giuliana 


Fallon El 


Sabrina, the Teenage Witch 
star Melissa Joan Hart reveals 
all to Giuliana Rancic. It’s your 
move, Salem. 


Teegarden 
and Matt 
~aLanter— 


SERIES DEBUT 


Star-Crossed 

The CW 

Would District 9 have been 
better if the ghettoized 
extraterrestrials had been 


hunks and hotties rather 


SCROLL AW: 
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SATURDA’ 


Texas Sexist 


Killer Women 

ABC 

Molly has to team up with 
aretired and 

sexist Texas 

Ranger. Well, 

atleasthes  ¥& 

not a robot. le 

(Oris 


ne277) ly 
—= ° 4 hh; Th 
a W ) 0 we Cougar Town 


TBS 
“lf you’re not watching with 
a glass of wine in your hand, 
you’re sort of missing the 
point,” declares this epi- 
(From left) Keith sode’s title-card message. 
Uirueeninicaesya | Actually, you could be deep 
American Idol and Harry Connick Jr. into a bottle of bathtub gin 
Fox and still track the now- 
This week the wannabe singing superstars meet with familiar gags and plotting of 
new season 13 mentor Randy Jackson, get tips from /dol the Courteney Cox-led, 
alums Adam Lambert and Chris Daughtry, and hone their vino-fueled sitcom. But the 
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ANTHONY BEHAR/BRAVO 
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DAY. FOR 
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FEBRUARY 19 


Inside the Actors Studio 

Bravo 

This venerable thespian yakfest hasn’t always been a model 
of discernment when it comes to guests, but this week’s 
two actors are “Alright, alright, alright.” Yes, Dazed and 
Confused star Matthew McConaughey visits with James 
Lipton tomorrow to discuss his recent McConaissance, 
while tonight’s show features another 2014 Oscar nominee, 
Amy Adams. Tune in to see whether McConaughey brings 
his bongos and if Adams reveals the cloning technology 
that allows her to be in every film at once. 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Men at Work 

TBS 

Milo tries to prove himself as 
areal writer. Feeling it, buddy. 
Feeling. It. 


SERIES FINALE 


Fleming: The Man 

Who Would Be Bond 

BBC America 

Fleming is convinced the Nazis 
are hiding nuclear plans. Well, that 
does sound like them. 


Unsung: Nile Rodgers and Chic 
TV One 

Find out how Daft Punk collabora- 
tor Nile Rodgers put the “freaking 
funky” in “Nile Rodgers is so freak- 
ing funky.” 


Wahiburgers 

A&E 

Mark and Paul Wahlberg leave 
their mom in charge of the restau- 
rant. Say hi to your mother for us! 


ADAM ROSE/TRU TV 


TAP:EACH 
DAY: FOR 
PROGRAMS 


SEASON PREMIERE Jj 


Killer Karaoke 

truTV : 
There’s trashy TV, and then there’s a woman fishing for a 
$100 bill in a box of geckos. And then there’s Killer Karaoke, 
where she does it while singing. In season 2, the game show 
is perilously low on clever torture gimmicks. Insects? Gloppy 
food? Been there, stepped in that. How about just making 
contestants watch this show? D+ —ADAM MARKOVITZ 
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The Taste 

ABC 

Will Anthony Bourdain and Nigella 
Lawson leave us feeling satisfied 


or oddly empty after we've just 
spent two hours of the flickering 
flame we call life watching other 
people cook? Let's find out! 


Rake 

Fox 

Keeping with the foodie theme, 
this week Michael Imperioli 

turns up as a chef who may have 
helped himself to an extra portion 
of wife (by which | mean he’s 

an alleged bigamist, in case that 
wasn’t entirely clear). 


King of the Nerds 

TBS 

The guest judges are Kumail 
Nanjiani from Portlandia 

and Burning Love and Billy Dee 
Williams from Cloud City. 


zz hat oWatch 


MONDAY 
FEBRUARY 21 


SEASON PREMIERE 
Ross 


Mathews | say Yes to the Dress 


TLC 

Seth Meyers visits bride 
Shealynn, an Army medic 
rehabbing from injuries 
suffered in Afghanistan. 


Shark Tank 

ABC 

A former CIA officer based 
in Cedar City, Utah, teaches 
people how to disappear 
without a trace (by moving 
to Cedar City, Utah?). 


SEASON PREMIERE 


Hello Ross 

E! 5 

See why Ross Mathews was nominated for Favorite 
New Talk Show Host at the People’s Choice Awards 
(hey, that’s one more People’s Choice nomination than 
you've got, sucka). 


HELLO ROSS: TIMOTHY WHITE/E!; SHARK TANK: BOB D’AMICO/ABC 
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FEBRUARY 22 


SEASON PREMIERE 


Ripper Street 

BBC America 

Within minutes of this Matthew MacFayden-starring 
show’s start, a policeman is impaled on an iron fence and 
a riot breaks out down at the cop shop. No wonder people 
are referring to the handsome, London-set 19th-century 
procedural as Downton Stabby. Okay, it’s just me so far. 
Come on, people. Get with the program! B 


The Daytona 500 45th NAACP Image Awards 
Bash at the Beach TV One 
Fox Entertainer of the Year nominees 


Watch 


SERIES DEBUT 


About a Boy 

NBC 

Producer Jason Katims is a 
specialist at making Movie: 
The TV Show, after helping 
turn the films Friday Night 
Lights and Parenthood into 
strong multiseason charac- 
ter dramas. His latest series 
takes the 2002 adaptation 
of Nick Hornby’s novel About 
a Boy and shrinks it down to 
the small screen, replacing 
London with San Francisco 
and Hugh Grant with David 
Walton, star of NBC non- 
starters Bent and Perfect 
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J.K. Simmons 
and Eli Baker 


SERIES DEBUT 


Growing Up Fisher 

NBC 

You'd have to be a flinty-hearted bastard to coriplataly 
trash this Wonder Years-evoking show, which stars the 
great J.K. Simmons as a blind lawyer and soon-to-be- 
divorced father of two with a guide dog named Elvis and 
a penchant for cutting down trees with a chain saw. 
Actually, | am a flinty-hearted bastard—and one some- 
what immune to the comedic charms of Jenna Elfman, 
who plays Simmons’ wife. However, enough jokes land 
in the knee-high treacle to justify giving Growing Up 
Fisher a second, ahem, look. B 


The Amazing Race 


[a 


MUSIC 
REVIEWS 


“ SATURDAY SUNDAY 


f Tes 
“(From left) Michele 


Dockery, Hugh Bonneville/ 
and Maggie Smith 


SEASON FINALE 


Downton Abbey 

PBS 

“| feel as if | spent the whole 
evening trapped in the 

cast of a whodunit!” huffs 
Maggie Smith’s Dowager 
Countess in the season 4 
finale. She’s not alone. The 
Grantham gang decamp to 
London for Lady Rose’s (Lily 
James) presentation to high 
society, where they rendez- 
vous with Cora’s (Elizabeth 
McGovern) family: mother 
Martha (Shirley MacLaine) 
and brother Harold (a surly 
Paul Giamatti), who both 
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GROWING UP FISHER: COLLEEN HAYES/NBC: GIRLS: JESSICA MIGLIO/HBO: DOWNTON ABBEY: NICK BRIGGS/CARNIVAL FILM & TELEVISION LIMITED 2013 FOR MASTERPIECE (3) 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
ON YOUR TABLET? 


MOVIE, DVD & -WHAT-TO BOOK 
REVIEWS STREAMING WATCH ON TV: » REVIEWS 


The Redemption 
Of Lana Del Rey 


She was the most divisive pop star to come along in years. 
Now, with a string of critical and commercial hits, could the 
singer actually be getting some respect? By Ray Rahman 


NICOLE NODLAND 


ANGELIKA WARMUTH/LANDOV 


MOVIE DVD & TV WHAT TO 
REVIEWS STREAMING REVIEWS WATCH ONT 


IF YOU'D SAID back in 2011 that 

we'd still be talking about Lana 

Del Rey today, you would have 

been laughed off the Internet. 
Common wisdom was that the 

pop ingenue—who, after a lack- 

luster stint as Lizzy Grant, had 

the nerve to reboot her career 

with a new name and stage 
persona—was a fake phony faker 
worthy of ridicule. But more than 

two years after the backlash = 
peaked with her disastrous SNL 
performance, Lana Del Rey, it = 
seems, has gone legit. 

She took the scenic route to get 
there. While her dreamy break- 
out “Video Games” made her a 
near-instant media star (and 
punching bag), her major-label | 
debut, Born to Die, initially failed ~ 
to produce any real hits. In fact, it took over a year and a half before 
one song, a remix of “Summertime Sadness,” wound its way to the 
top 10. In the meantime, she went to the movies: Her haunting “Young 
and Beautiful” was easily the best thing about 2013's not-great Gatsby, 
and her spooky new take on the Disney classic “Once Upon a Dream” 
for the upcoming Maleficent was widely praised. (Her next full-length, 
Ultraviolence, is reportedly due this spring.) All in all, the haters seem 
to have cooled; suddenly it’s okay to like Lana Del Rey. 

So was 2011 wrong? Not exactly. Born provided plenty of fodder for 
those who couldn’t stand her narcotized sex-doll image and some- 
times laughable lyrics, but many loved her for that hot-mess vibe. 
Maybe we just weren't ready for the full LDR experience back then— 
and as her SNL gig proved, she wasn’t ready for us, either. But as the 
zeitgeist has moved on to the Mileys and Lordes of the next pop 
moment, we can stop freaking out about what Lana Del Rey means, 


JAMES MINCHIN 


~wRock the Bells: Jame: 
Mercer and Brian Burton 


™ wander the DiscO'desért 


Broken Bells: A 
Sad Song Is “Never 
Sad Enough” 


The indie superduo made up of the Shins’ 
James Mercer, 43, and Brian “Danger Mouse” 
Burton, 36, have anew album, After the 

Disco, and a lot to say about fandom, creativity, 
and making comedians cry. -KYLE ANDERSON 


This is the second Broken Bells 
album. Do you still consider it a 
side project? 

JAMES MERCER About halfway 
through the production of the 
first record, Brian [said,] “Oh, 
this is a band. This is gonna 
be a thing.” 

BRIAN BURTON It’s my only real 
personal creative outlet. I 
kind of bullied my way into 
doing a bunch of the lyrics 
this time. 

What did you guys learn from tour- 
ing together for the first album? 
BURTON It helped a lot in the 
recording of the second one. 
It really made it quicker and 
more enjoyable; that’s not an 
easy thing with musicians. 
MERCER It’s funny, though: I 
feel like I’ve only ever met a 
couple of people who were 
actual jerks in the music busi- 
ness. Don’t you think? 
BURTON [Drily] No, I’ve met 
plenty. 

Is it easier to work on Broken Bells 
than it is a Shins album, James? 
MERCER Yeah. It’s easier 
because I’ve got somebody 
helping me do it, and because 
it doesn’t weigh on me as 
much.... And if something 
goes wrong, I can just blame 
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CHART FLASHBACK 


A quarter century ago this week, Paula Abdul got our love caught in the slammin’ 
door, Tone Loc got wild, and the New Kids had the right stuff (baby). -LEAH GREENBLATT 


oO 1. PAULA ABDUL “Straight Up” “Lost ina 

dream/I don’t know which way to go” pretty much 
describes Paula on every red carpet and Idol soundstage 
since 2002—but back then, those were just the opening 
lines of the tightest pop song a former NBA cheerleader/ 
future cartoon-cat dancer ever recorded. A= 

2. TONE LOC “Wild Thing” The sample was 

jacked from a Van Halen song, the video looked like it 
cost less than a parking ticket, and the title was a synonym 
for “when bodies start slappin’.” Basically, it was late-night 
Cinemax reincarnated as a rap song. And yet: magic! A 
oO 3. BON JOVI “Born to Be My Baby” 

Man, remember the glorious on-a-steel-horse-I-ride 
days of JBJ? This particular horse was maybe a little more 
tinfoil, but those na-na-nas eked it out. B 


oO 4. DEBBIE GIBSON “Lost in Your Eyes” 

Let Tone Léc have limo sex; Debbie just wanted to 
write tinkly odes to the area below your forehead but safely 
above that dangerous mouth part. B= 


5. SHEENA EASTON “The Lover in Me” 
Considering Sheena also sang “Sugar Walls,” this was 
pretty tame—or at least less explicitly about her vagina. B+ 
© 6. SHERIFF “When I’m With You” Wait, this isn’t 
an REO Speedwagon song? Are you sure? Boo. C+ 
© 7. RICK ASTLEY “She Wants to Dance 
With Me” Go ahead and make your Rickroll jokes, 
ironic citizen of 2014, but there were actually four more 
top 10 hits hiding in that ginger pompadour after “Never 
Gonna Give You Up.” We're not saying they were all 
good, just that it happened. B- 


SAMPLING COURTESY OF ITUNES 


Laan 


oO 8. EDIE BRICKELL & NEW BOHEMIANS 

“What | Am” Philosophy is the talk on a cereal 
box, religion is the smile on a dog, and a miracle is when 
a cute hippie chick who looks like she once sold you a 
veggie burrito at a Dead show lands a freak pop hit, then 
marries Paul Simon. A 
oO 9. INFORMATION SOCIETY 

“Walking Away” About exactly as good as you'd 
think Minneapolis’ answer to Erasure would be. B 
© 10. NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK 

“You Got It (The Right Stuff)” How many 
NKOTB fans grew up to have daughters who think 
Harry Styles invented dimples and questionable denim 
choices? Ah, youth! Plus ¢a change... B+ 


(From left) 
Paula Abdul, 


\ Sa? Debbie Gibson, 


‘ and Bon Jovi 


SOURCE: JOEL WHITBURN PRESENTS THE BILLBOARD® HOT 100® CHARTS—THE EIGHTIES 


BONO: JIM RUYMEN/UPI /LANDOV; MIGUEL: JASON LAVERIS/FILMMAGIC.COM; LAMBERT: LESTER COHEN/WIREIMAGE.COM 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


SINGLES 


U2 “Invisible” 

As a Super 
Bowl giveaway 
that raised more © 
than $3 million in * 
matching funds 
for Bono's AIDS charity, 
U2's latest is basically critic- 
proof. But the first salvo 
from the seemingly inde- 
structible rockers’ upcoming 
13th studio album should get 
credit for keeping it simple 
and pretty, with a clean 
version of their clear-eyed 
21st-century template. 
B —KYLE ANDERSON 


MIRANDA LAMBERT 
“Automatic” Lambert's new 
single (it will be ona still- 
untitled full-length due this 
summer) is a strummy- 
sweet tribute to things that 
take time—Polaroids, manual 
transmissions—and also, 
apparently, to the kind of 
midtempo guitar-and-cymbal 
drama favored by her recent 
tourmate Dierks Bentley. 

B+ —MANDIBIERLY 


ALBUMS 


VARIOUS ARTISTS Girls 
Volume 2: All Adventurous 
Women Do... The soundtrack 
for Lena Dunham’s Brooklyn- 
problems dramedy is a lot like 


SAMPLING COURTESY OF ITUNES 


‘WHAT. TO 
WATCH ON TV 


the show itself: very of-the- 
moment, a little messy, and 
definitely exciting. You'll want 
to hear the new stuff first— 
particularly tracks from 
Miguel (below), Beck, and 
Jenny Lewis, all excellent. 
Also looming large in the mix 
is Zero DeZire’s raucous 
electro-pop anthem 

“It’s My Birthday,” 

which is as close 

as this volume 

gets to a Robyn/ 

Icona Pop moment. 

And if you have to 

ask why Oasis’ “Wonderwall” 
is in there, you're either too 
old or too young for this 
album. B+ —RAY RAHMAN 


Miranda 


MUSIC 
REVIEWS 


PHANTOGRAM Voices 
The work this winsome 
indie-electro duo did on 
OutKast icon Big Bois 2012 
solo release, Vicious Lies 
and Dangerous Rumors 
(they provided both vocals 
and production), has clearly 
added some swagger to 
their beat science. On their 
second disc, the pair crank 
out newly groovy space-age 
bachelor-pad music: Swirling 
stutter steps like first single 
“Fall in Love” and “Howling 
at the Moon” sound down- 
right ferocious, without 
sacrificing the gauzy, lovely 
ache at Voices’ center. A= 
—KYLE ANDERSON 


BARTHEL: LLOYD BISHOP/GETTY IMAGES; CLARK: DAN STEINBERG/AP IMAGES; LEGEND: PALACE LEE/PACIFICCOASTNEWS; MONNINGER AND AUBERT: CHRISTOPHER POLK/GETTY IMAGES. 


Late Show With 
David Letterman 
GARY CLARK JR. 
Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
SILVERSUN PICKUPS 
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WHO’S PLAYING 


ON LATE-NIGHT & TALK SHOWS 


MONDAY FEB 17 TUESDAY FEB 18 WEDNESDAY FEB 19 


Live! With Kelly and Michael The Ellen DeGeneres Show 


JOHN LEGEND 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
PHANTOGRAM 


LIONEL RICHIE 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
SWITCHFOOT 


THURSDAY FEB 20 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
JETTA 


(Clockwise from left) 
Sarah Barthel of Phanto- 
gram, Gary Clark Jr., John 

Legend, and Nikki Mon- 
ninger and Brian Aubert 
of Silversun Pickups 


ADVERTISEMENT 


EXTRAS 


CHECK OUT THESE AND MORE GREAT “EXTRAS” AT OUR PROMOTIONS SITE ON EW.COM. FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @EWEXTRAS. 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


“Pierce Brown's dizzyingly good debut novel evokes The Legendary rock bands, Chicago and REO Speedwagon will be 
Hunger Games, Lord of the Flies, and Ender's Game...it has co-headlining a tour this summer that will take the bands 
everything it needs to become meteoric.” —Entertainment Weekly through major metropolitan areas across the United States 

: including New York City, Boston, Dallas, Phoenix, Detroit and 
“Ascends above a crowded dystopian field...[a] top-notch more with even more dates to be announced soon. 


debut novel.” —USA Today 


“Reminiscent of Suzanne Collins’s The Hunger Games...will 


captivate readers and leave them wanting more.” BUY TICKETS AT 

—Library Journal, Starred Review Tickets on sale now: tvariarionicsa'll 
= 

Read the excerpt now: RedRisingEW.com livenation.com anrisT Powenes Fan OnVen 


EVENTS 


2014 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL “WISH I WAS HERE” PREMIERE PARTY 
Entertainment Weekly and Worldview celebrated the cast of the film "Wish | Was Here", 
directed by and starring Zach Braff (pictured left) at the Grey Goose Blue Door during 
the 2014 Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah. The film also stars Kate Hudson, 
Mandy Patinkin, Josh Gad (pictured above), Ashley Greene (pictured above), Joey 
King and Pierce Gagnon. 


Image Credit: Jamie McCarthy 
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Till Death Do Us Part 


In the wake of Gone Girl comes a wave of sinister 
psychological dramas, all linked by acommon theme: 
How well do you really know your spouse? 


“WHAT. TO" MUSIC 
WATCHONTV REVIEWS 


ADDIS Tree Yard 


Who’ s he anne 


husband, Guy. 
What's their story? 


Guy watches as Yvonne begins : 


ane Innocent Sleep 


an affair with anunnamed—and : 


untrustworthy—lover. 
How good’s the big twist? 
The opening scene pretty much 


—STEPHAN LEE 


Before Wel Met 


By Lucie 


Who’ 's the caliper 


London housewife Hannah 
Reilly and her financier hus- : 


band, Mark. 
What'’s their story? 


When Mark fails to return home 
from a New York business trip, : 
Hannah’s illusion of a perfect : 


marriage is gutted. 
How good’s the big twist? 


Thanks to the novel’s overt Brit- 
ishness, the twists that ensue : 
are more taut and fraught than : 


: manic and frantic. Whitehouse’s 
: tale is paranoia-inducing, espe- 
: cially in its second half, but the 
Yvonne Carmichael, a leading : author's well-mannered deliv- 
geneticist, and her professor | TY 2d pacing keep it from 
:; turning into a heart-pounding 


; thriller. B -BILL KEITH 


<aren Perr 


Who’ 's the sbtiple? 
: Architect Robin and her artist 


announces that things won’t : husband, Harry. 


end well for Yvonne, but it’s still | What's their story? 
fascinating to see a brilliant ; When an earthquake levels 
woman destroy her life with a ; Tangier, Robin and Harry 
few impulsive decisions. In : 
Doughty’s hands, Yvonne’s : 
actions are both shocking and 


weirdly understandable. A- : 


ERBPLE TREE 
(== YARD | 


LOUISE 
Doucy 


» . 


survive, but their son Dillon, left 
alone in their apartment for just 
a few minutes, does not. Years 
later, Harry—spinning close toa 
nervous breakdown becomes 
convinced he’s glimpsed the boy 
on the street. 

How good’s the big twist? 

You won’t see it coming— 
they’ve both got something to 
hide from that long-ago day in 
Tangier. B —TINA JORDAN 


The Silent Wife 
By A. 
Who’s the couple? 


S.A. Harrison 


Chicago real estate developer 
Todd and his therapist wife, Jodi. : 


What’s their story? 


After 20 years, Todd and Jodi’s 
passion has cooled. When he 


gets his mistress pregnant, 
everything changes. 
How good’s the big twist? 


It’s decent—but it’s not the : 
main point. Harrison’s novel is 
more of a cerebral character : 
study as the tightly wound Jodi : 
teeters on the edge of insanity : 
and the genial Todd finds him- : 
self boxed into an ever-tighter 


corner. A- —TINA JORDAN 


bid cheers You 
By Michael Robotham 


Who’s the couple? 


London mom Marnie Logan : 


MUSIC 
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: and her husband, Daniel. 

: What's their story? 

The cops can’t locate Daniel, 
: who’s gone missing after run- 
: ning up huge debts, so Marnie 
: asks crime-solving psychologist 
: Joe O'Loughlin to help find him. 
: But there are whispers that 
: Danielisn’t the first person close 
: to Marnie to suffer misfortune. 
Is she a tragically wounded soul? 
: Or a femme fatale? 

: How good’s the big twist? 

: Good. It’ll keep you guessing 
and gasping. B+ —JEFF LABRECQUE 


WATCHING 
YOU 


MICHAE 
ROBOTH 


AUTHOR OF Say Youre: 


MINOT: HUGER FOOTE 


Thirty 
Girls 


Susan Minot 
NOVEL 
By Leah Greenblatt 


When there is a story the world needs 
to know, does it matter who tells it, 
or just that it gets told? How much 
should we judge the messenger? 
Thirty Girls takes areal-life atrocity— 
the 1996 abduction of a group of 
Ugandan schoolgirls by the Lord’s 
Resistance Army—and novelizes it 
through the eyes of two starkly dif- 
ferent narrators: 15-year-old Esther 
Akello, one of the “stolen ones,” and 
thirtysomething New York writer 
Jane Wood, who comes to Africa to 
escape her existential malaise as 
much as to document what has hap- 
pened there. To Jane, the continent is 
intoxicating, “a place where everyone 
seemed matter-of-factly to lead a life 
of extremity and daring,” and where 
she quickly falls into an intense affair 
with a much younger man. To Esther, 
of course, it’s just her home, until 
she is taken with her classmates in 
the middle of the night by LRA rebels 
and deposited into a world of physical 
and psychological violence so con- 
stant that death is often welcomed. 
Like Jane, Minot went to Uganda 
to cover the kidnappings without any 
previous experience in war journalism, 
and the nexus of white guilt and 
privilege is raised in Girls again and 
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again. Floating down the Nile with 
her lover, Jane thinks how “at that 
moment, three hundred miles north 
of this peaceful gliding river, children 
were being yanked out of their 
homes, held captive, raped, infected 
with deadly disease, and made to kill. 
The sun shone down as the river 
carried them along.” Some readers 
may not be able to like Jane, or even 
tolerate her. But Minot tells both 
stories with such harsh, lyrical beauty 
that neither is easy to forget. A- 
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Federle 


Nate Novelist 
Sends His Little 
Hero to Broadway 


Tim Federle, author of the best-selling Better Nate 
Than Ever, returns with a sequel in which the 
irrepressible eighth grader lands arolein E.T:: The 
Musical. Federle, 33, spoke with EW about his 
own path from stage to page. —STEPHAN LEE 
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So how does one go from 
Broadway dancer-choreographer 
to author? 

Icame to writing late. My one 
dream was to dance on Broad- 
way, and I did that for years. 
But after dancing in every- 
thing from a Super Bowl 
halftime show to The Little 
Mermaid, I felt that my career 
had ended up in a pile of Play- 
bills under my coffee table. I 
wanted to do something that 
would last longer than a show 
that closes. 

You started your first book, 

Bet late Than Ever, while you 
were working as a choreographer 
on Billy Elliot. How did you get 

it all done? 

For someone who got into 
theater so he could sleep in 
for a living, it was a hard 
schedule to adjust to. I would 
wake up at 7 a.m., and before 
I could talk myself out of it, 
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The Secret of Magic 
Deborah Johnson 

You can almost hear the rustle 
of Spanish moss and the clink 
of ice cubes in glasses of sweet 
tea in Johnson's novel, which 
captures the duality of the Jim 
Crow South. When a black war 
hero is murdered in Revere, 
Miss, the NAACP sends Regina 
Robichard to investigate. As 
Regina navigates Revere with 
both horror and wonder, John- 
son interweaves her story with 
anovel by a local matriarch, 
steeping the reader in town 
mythology. Regina's voice can 
seem naive, but Johnson makes 
up for it with her rich portrayal 
of Revere and its inhabitants. 
A- —JOJO MARSHALL 
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E.E. Cummings: 
A Life 


Susan Cheever 
BIOGRAPHY 


The great poet E.E. Cummings 
often came across as playful 
and full of wonder in verse but 
could be dark, seething, and 
prone to anti-Semitic senti- 
ments in private. At many 
points, Cheever creates a rous- 
ing narrative of Cummings’ 
turbulent personal life and fast- 
changing professional fortunes, 
but without a stronger point 

of view from the author, this 
summary-heavy biography feels 
like a CliffsNotes version of a 
more definitive volume on the 
iconoclast. B —STEPHAN LEE 
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Priscilla 
Nicholas Shakespeare 
BIOGRAPHY 


If your life were on the line, 
would you do anything to 
save it—even if it meant com- 
promising your most basic 
beliefs? That's the question 
Shakespeare faced as he began 
paging through old letters to 
piece together the life of his 
glamorous but enigmatic aunt 
Priscilla. Though he started 
out with the vague notion 
that she'd once served in the 
French Resistance, what he 
discovered was enormously 
different. Shakespeare, to his 
credit, never judges his aunt, 
just lays out her fascinating, 
complicated story. B+ 

—TINA JORDAN 
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THE BEAR Claire Cameron 
NOVEL Her parents are 
dying, having been attacked 
by a bear at their campsite, 
but 5-year-old Anna and 
her toddler brother scram- 
ble into the family canoe 
and escape. A tale of 
survival that will draw 
comparisons to Emma 
Donoghue’s Room. 


BY BLOOD WE LIVE 

Glen Duncan NOVEL 

The final volume of 

Duncan's mesmerizing 

trilogy pits werewolves 
inst vampi 


DANCING FISH 

AND AMMONITES 
Penelope Lively MEMOIR 
The beloved British writer 
casts her eye over the 
past 80 years in a deeply 
evocative autobiography. 


THE SECRET OF RAVEN 
POINT Jennifer Vanderbes 
NOVEL A 17-year-old 
enlists as a nurse in order 
to search for her brother, 
missing in action in Italy 
during World War Il. 


THIS STAR WON'T GO 
OUT Esther Earl with 

Lori & Wayne Earl MEMOIR 
John Green dedicated The 
Fault in Our Stars to Esther 
Earl, who died of thyroid 
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cancer in 2010 at the age 
of 16, and he wrote the 
foreword to this memoir, 
which is composed of blog 
posts, photos, drawings, 
and journal entries. 


THE UNAMERICANS 
Molly Antopol SHORT 
STORIES Antopol examines 
human relationships at 
their most ridiculous and 
divine with a cast of diverse 
characters, including an 
Israeli soldier, an American 
actor imprisoned during the 
Red Scare, and a Communist- 
era Czech dissident. 


WAKE Anna Hope NOVEL 
London, 1920: Three very 
different women upended by 
the war—a dance instructor, 
a middle-aged housewife, 
and a government 
employee—find themselves 
knit together in surprising 
and affecting ways. 


MUSIC Tele) 4 
REVIEWS REVIEWS 


NEW 
BEST-SELLERS 


FICTION 


STILL LIFE WITH 
BREAD CRUMBS 
Anna Quindlen 

The seventh novel from 
the popular columnist 
debuted at No. 4 with 
more than 12,000 
copies sold. In Still Life, 
a photographer—once 
known for capturing 
powerful feminist 
images but now facing 
down a professional 
dead end—reinvents 
herself at age 60. 


AN OFFICER 
AND ASPY 
Robert 
Harris 
Landing at 
No. 10, the Fatherland 
author's latest histori- 
cal thriller focuses 
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There’s a new leader in network speed. 


The results are in. Based on millions of real user 
tests, T-Mobile is the fastest nationwide 4G LTE network. 
Switch to the new leader in network speed today. 
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t-mobile.com/breakup 


Write a letter at T-Mobile.com/breakup (>) 4 . AW Ceyeyats * 
WV tunleash ° Ei + T-Mobile.com 
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HER FINAL DAYS 


FEB. 24, 2012 

FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF WHITNEY HOUSTON ON FEB. 11, 
2012, THE SINGER’S FANS AND FRIENDS SPOKE ABOUT HER 
LEGACY. “She broke the glass ceiling for female R&B 
singers to cross over,” [Bonnie] Raitt told EW back- 
stage at the Grammys, the night after Houston 
passed away. Many of her colleagues have celebrated 
her amazing pipes. “She didn’t need to come in with 

a cow on her head to get attention,” said Erica Atkins- 
Campbell of the gospel group Mary Mary. “For 
Whitney, it was just her voice.” 
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FEB. 22, 2008 
AMERICA’S NEXT TOP MODEL CREATOR AND TALK-SHOW 
HOST TYRA BANKS DISCUSSED HER EVOLVING CAREER. 

The moment that transformed Banks from the Top 
Model glamazon to the Tyra girlfriend came during 
February 2007. After unflattering photos of Banks ina 
bathing suit turned up online alongside snarky head- 
lines like “America’s Next Top Waddle,” she stood in 
front of her audience wearing the same swimsuit and 
tearfully told critics to “Kiss my fat ass!” The episode— 
an instant YouTube classic—helped position Banks 

as the flaws-and-all friend her fans love. “Sometimes 
you feel really helpless with the tabloids because the 
falseness becomes truth,” she explains. “I just wanted 
my truth to be told.” 
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CHRIST’? 


: EWEXAMINED THE MAKING OF MEL GIBSON’S THE PASSION 
: OF THE CHRIST AND THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING 

: THERELIGIOUS EPIC. Says Dean Devlin [who produced 

: Gibson's The Patriot]: “For eight months everyone has 
: been talking about it—that, in and of itself, is genius. 

: The world wants to see this picture. Now, they may 

: want to see it for the wrong reasons—but the buzz 

: is spectacular.” 

: TAP TO READ FULL STORY ON EW.COM 


ALOOK AT OUR COVERS FROM 
3 WEEK OF FEBRUARY 21 


© SPRING MOVIE PREVIEW 
“ay Enierie 


4419/4290 + FEBRUARY 20/27, 1998 


SPECIAL 


TAP YEAR TO REA! 
ABOUT THE COVER STORY 


FEB. 20/27, 1998 

WILD THINGS STAR KEVIN BACON SHARED HIS INITIAL 
REACTION TO THE KINKY THRILLER. “When | first picked up 
the script,” says Bacon, who's also executive producer 
on the picture, “I thought, ‘Oh, my God, this is the trashi- 
est piece of crap I’ve ever read’ But every few pages, 

| kept discovering that it wasn’t what it seemed. Every 
few pages, there was another surprise.” 
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FEB. 21, 1992 
AFTER MAKING A NAME FOR HERSELF ON ONE DAY ATA 
TIME, VALERIE BERTINELLI FOUND HER NICHE IN MADE-FOR- 
TV MOVIES. THE NEW MOM SPOKE ABOUT HER CONTINUED 
INSECURITIES AND INABILITY TO BREAK INTO FEATURE 
FILMS. “| have such guilt about being lucky that it’s 
ridiculous. | always hate complaining about anything 
because if you look at this life | have, anybody else 
would want it. But the other day | was just sitting ina 
chair crying hysterically because | just felt so ugly and 
| didn’t have a nanny and my whole life was, like, this 
stupid thing and | felt like nothing.” 
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